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RECOMMENDATION. 


8 Divine Meditation has evidently a 
tendency to promote the moſt bleſſed 


ends, whatſoever will afford any uſeful 


ſuggeſtions, as helps to an-exerciſe ſo eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary, cannot but be greatly 
valued by all who do not wiſh to ſettle on 
the lees of a formal profeſſion, but are ear- 
neſtly preſſing forward for the mark of their 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. It 
3s to theſe particularly, I recommend this 


precious little book, of which, if any thing 


can enhance the value, it is the extreme 
difficulty, till now, of procuring a copy. 
Numbers (I am perſuaded) when they 
* read it, will be deſirous to make it 
their conſtant pocket companĩon; and tho* 
the matter is weighty, yet the book in ſize 
and bulk is ſo light and portable, that it is 
very convenient upon this account. If 
therefore the Recommendation of ſo inſig- 
nificant a perſon as I am, may induce any 
to poſſeſs themſelves of. ſo rich a treaſure 
for ſo ſmall a price, it will be a matter of 


ſatisfaction and joy to their 
Aſſectionate Well-wiſher, and 
Servant in the Lord Jeſus, 


WALTER SHIRLEY, 
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ERMHAPS.. ſome. readers. may be 
+ Pleaſed with the information that an 
eminent hiſtorian gives us concerning this 
great divine, theretore the followitig quo- 
tation I hope may be allowed. 
He ſays of, Dr, Sibbes, He was one 


* of the moſt celebrated preachers of his 


„time. He was a divine of gooc ike 
„ ig; thoroughly acquainted with the 
„Holy Scriptures, a burning and ſhining 
>. light, and of a m hum le charitab = . 
** diſpoſition. ——His works difcover him 
** to'have been of an evangelical heavenly 


e ſpirit,-the comforts of which he enjoyed 


« at his death, which happened 1635, and 
* in the 59th year of. his nag.” Neat's 
Hiſt Purit. Oct. Vol: II. p. 280. 4 

It may be neceſſary to inform the world, 
that the reaſons tor the re-publication of 
this favourite piecę of the F Og: 


tor Sibbes (as a celebrated divine uſed to 


call him) are theſe ; the great and juſt eſ- 
teem with which this, and all the Doctor's 
works have been always received by the 
religious part of mankind; the ſcarcity of 
this piece, only. one or two copies, after 
diligent enquiry, having bcen found ; and 
TORT "3 thay"! 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
the-pleaſing proſpect of ſo and genes 
ral Peet's is little volume, Ha the 
divine bleſſing, happily promiſes to the 
world. | 


The Editor's copy appears to be a pdt» 
humous gaben pred 1638, with 
a very general, and tedious preface, under 
the ſignature of E. C. This old prefade is 
{ans — omitted. , ĩð ò 2454? 1 
© That this, though poſthumous, is the 

genuine work of the very eminent author, 

whoſe name it bears, cannot be doubted, 
after comparing it, with the Soul's Conflict. 

A few alterations and additlons have been 
attempted, to render this work more ac- 
ceptable and uſeful; but they relate almoſt 
ernten, if not wholly, to the mode of 
expreſſion, and not to the ſentiments of 
this venerable divine. And to this edition 
is added, an alphabetical table of contents, 
which was much needed in the two former. 

All that are acquainted with Mr. Her- 
vey's works, need not to be informed, how 
much the object of the preſent publication 
was in his heart, nor how frequently it was 
piouſly expreſſed. | 

And if the Editor is not much miſtaken, 

Dr. Watts's words, concerning another, 
may be very juſtly applied to this book ; 
% know none of more eminent neceſſity 
glory ard uſefulneſs, than theſe two, 
ab „which 


r 


de 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


© which are the ſubjects of this little book. 
I mean, the evangelical turn of thought, 
and the experimental way of diſcourſe 
« on practical ſubjects.” 

But after the foregoing recommendation 


of an honourable and ſo very reſpectable a 


clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church, I can 
add nothing to exhibit the very great merit 
of the following work. 

There is another little piece in duodeci- 
mo, of an unknown, though not ſo anci- 
ent an author, (the running title, Practical 
Contemplations, confiſting of one hundred 
Meditations on very intereſting ſubjects; 
the title-page loſt; in the alphabetical ta- 
ble of contents, A. Acceſs, Believers have 
acceſs with boldneſs unto God, Contemp. 
51. K. Knowledge and practice to be 


Joined, Contemp. 1.) which hath been ve-⸗ 


ry frequently enquired for; and particularly 
in both the Gentleman's and Goſpel-Ma- 
az ines, and many judicious perſons wiſh 
it could be found, and likewiſe re-publiſhed. 
However, that this attempt to reſcue ſo 
valuable a work from oblivion, and render 
it more inſtrumental of ſpreading the ſa- 
vour of the Redeemer's name; and thereby 
become more extenfivelybeneficial to man- 
kind; the Divine Blefling is earneſtly im- 
lored by every ſerious Reader's Friend and 


rvant, 
W1ilLLiam MILLER, 
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POSTSCRIPT, | 


T HE great encouragement already given 
to the re- publication of this valuable 
piece of practical Divinity is gratefully 
acknowledged, and in this edition fur- 1. 


ther liberty hath been taken to alter : 

- ſome words, and add others, to eluci- ef 
date the ſentiments of this great Divine: th 
whereby, it is hoped, the pious reader di 
will receive increaſing benefit, re 
. 

Auguſt 14, 1775. gc 
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Diving 5 


VER man hath made good pro- 

greſs in religion, that hath an high 
— of the ordinances of God; 
though, ſometimes, he may find bintelt 
dull, yet the beſt things have left ſuch a 
reliſh in hie ſoul, that he cannot be long 
without them. Oh this is a true ben of a 
good temper of mind! ,, _ 

2. A woman, when ſhe marries a huſ- 
band, gives up her will to him: ſo doth 
every chriſtian when he 1s married to Chriſt; 
he gives up his will, and all that he hath, 
and ſaith, Lord, I have nothing but if thou 
calleſt for i it, thou ſhalt have it again. 

3. When we come to be religious, we 
loſe not our pleaſure, but tranſlate it; per- 
haps before we fed upon common or pro- 
fane notions, now we five upon holy truths. 


A chriſtian never knows what comfort ah 
i n 
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10 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 


till he ſays, with Auſtin, * Lord, I have 


long wanted the true manna, all my for- 
mer food was nothing but empty huſks. 
4. God takes ſpecial care of weak chri- 
ſtians, that are ſtruggling with temptations 
and corruptions ; Chriſt carries them in his 
arms. All Chriſt's ſheep are diſeaſed, there- 
fore he will ſhew a tender care of them, Ia. 
xl. 11. | 
5. Whatſoever is good for God's chil- 
dren, they ſhall have it; for all is theirs to 
help them towards heaven ; therefore if 


poverty be good, they ſhall have ; if diſ- 


grace, if croſſts'be good, they ſhall. have 


them; for all is ours, to promote our greats 


eſt proſperity. | (1 

| E God's children have theſe outward 
things with God himſelf, they are conduits: 
to convey his favour; and the ſame love. 
that moved God to give us heaven ant e · 
ternal happineſs, alſo leads him to give us 
our daily br ede. Sani 
7. Fhe whole life of a chriſtian ſhould 
be nothing but praiſes to God; we ſnould 
neither eat, nor drink, nor ſleep, but eat, 

and fleep, and work, and talk, as doing all 
to God's glory and praiſe. | 


8. Though God deliver us not ont of 


_— 1 he delivers us from its evil; 
rom deſpair, by ſupporting our ſpirits: 
nay, he delivers by trouble, for he _ 
ff; a 
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ay, Lord, ſuck might have been my caſe, 
at 


A God ſhines upon the heart, it n 
* ut 


DIVINE MEDTTATIONS. 1 


fies trials to cure the ſoul, and by little 
troubles he delivers us from thaſe that are 
much greater and eternal. 

9. What are we but a model of God's 
favours, what do we fee, or taſte, but the 
mercy of God; the miſeries of others 
ſhould be matter of praiſe, even the fins 
of others ſhould make us praiſe God; and 


1 ghd have befallen me“ 
0. God pities our weakneſs in all trou- 
bles and afflictions ; he will not ſtay too long, 
leſt we put forth our hands to evil; he will 
not ſuffer the rod of the wicked to reſt up- 
on the lot of the righteous, Hal. cxxv. 3. 
11. Is it not an unreaſonable ſpeech tor 
a man at midnight to ſay, ** It will never be 
day? It is as unreaſonable for a man in 
trouble to ſay, O Lord, I ſhall never get 
free, it will always be thus, and never end. 
12. Do the wicked think to ſhame or 
intimidate good men ? No, a Spirit ot 
and glory ſhall reſt upon them ; they ſhall 
not only have a Spirit of grace reſt upon 
them, but a Spirit of glory: ſo that their 
countenances ſhall ſhine as Stephen's did, 
Avi. 15. 
13. If God hides his face, what ſhall 
become of our ſouls: we are like the poor 
flower that opens and ſhuts with the ſun. 


+ m— _ 
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12 DIVINE MEDITATIONS: 
but if he withdraws himſelf, we hang down 


our heads: Thou didft hide thy face, and 1 
was troubled, Pſal. xxx. 7. 
14. When we have given up ourſelves 


to God; let us comfort our ſouls, that God 


is our God: when riches, and men, and 
our lives fail; yet God is ours; we are 
now God's Davids, and God's Pauls, and 
God's Abrahams, we have an everlaſting 
being in him, (as one with Chriſt, ) 2... -. 

15. A ſpecial cauſe of too much dejec- 
tion, is want of reſolution in good things ; 
then we halt in religion; as [halting is 4 
deformed and troubleſome geſture, ſo in 
religion, halting 1s always joined wud 
trouble. 

16. God hath made the pooreſt mow 
governor of himſelf ; and hath ſet judg- 
ment torule againſt paſſion, and conſcience 
againſt fin ; therefore reaſon ſhould never 
be a ſlave to our paſſions. 

17. It is the peculiar wiſdom of a "chri; 
ſtian to pick arguments out of his worſt 
condition, to make him thankful to God; 
and if thankful, he will be joyful, and ſo 
long as he is joyful, he cannot be miſeray 


ble, but muſt be happy. 


18. God hath, in Chriſt, made himſelf 
ours, it is no preſumption then to chal- 
lenge him to be our God; when once we 
have intereſt in God, he thinks nothing 2 

; | 8 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 13 


own good for us, he is not ſatisfied in grving us 
nd J the bleſſings of this life, but he gives _ 
= ſelf ro be our portion for ever. 
ves 19. As we receive all from God, ſo we 
God ſhould lay all at his feet, and ſay, Shall I 
and live in a courſe of fin? that will not ſtand 
n with the favour of my God: he will not 
and lodge in the heart that hath any purpoſe 
ting to tranſgreſs. 
46 Fe 20. God's people heve ſweet zntercourſe 
Ne- with him even in their callings; when we 
88 look for comfort, we ſhall find it, either in 
18 3 ordinances, hearing, reading, or praying, 
. &c: or elſe in our common employments. 
yith 21. We glorify God, when we exalt him 
| in our ſouls above all creatures in the world. 
an; | when we give him the higheſt. place in our 
dgr love, and our joy; when all our affections 
nce are ſet upon him as our greateſt good. This 
ver is ſeen alſo by oppoſition, when we will not 
55 offend God for any creature; when we can 
To aſk our affections, I bom have I in Sea ve, 
orſt or on earth, but there? 
dd 22. True 2eat for God's glory, is joined 
Lſo with true love to men: therefore let all 
ra: that are violent, injurious, and inſolent, 
. never talk of gloritying God, fo en 
ſelf they deſpiſe the meaneſt of men. 
al- 23. If we do not find ourſelves to be the 
we people of God's delight, let us attend up- 
too on the means of ſalvation, and wait God's 
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4 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 

good time. Do not ſtand diſputing, “ Per- 
haps God hath not a purpoſe to ſave me: 
but, zealous in obedience, caſt thyſelf in- 
to the arms of Chriſt, and ſay, If I periſt, 
I will periſh here, . a 

24. The love of God in Chriſt is not in 
word only; it is love that reaches from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, love ſhewn in 
chooſing, and in glorifying us. In all the 
miſeries of the world, one beam ot this 
loving kindneſs of the Lord will ſcatter all, 
and fall my heart with joy. 

25. Our deſires are holy, if exerciſed 
about ſpiritual things. David deſires not 
to be rich, or to have power to be reveng- 
ed upon his enemies; but prays to dwell 
in the houſe of the Lord, aud enjoy his 
ordinagces there, Hal xvii. 4. 

26. Deſires ſhew the trame of the ſoul 
more than any thing, As a ſpring diſcov- 
ers itſelf by vapours that ariſe; ſo theſe 
Filing deſires ſhew that there Is a ſpring of 

grace in our hearts. 

27. Deſires ſpring from the will, and the 
will being, as it were, the whole man, it 
moves all other powers ta do their duty, 
and ſeek for the accompliſhment of what is 
deſired. Thoſe therefore that pretend to 
good deſires, yet neglect all means, and 
live ſcandalouſly; only have the defire af 
the ſlothful, thatkilleth him, Prov. 5 255 
| | 28. An 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 1g 
28. An hypocrite will not pray always, 
but a child of God never gives over ; be- 
cauſe he ſees an Excellency, a neceſſity, and 
a poſſibility of obraining what he deſires # 
he hath a promiſe, The Lord vill fulfil ths 
drffrts of them that fray him, Pal. cxlv. 19. 
29. Prayerexercifes all the graces of the 
Spirit ; we cannot truly pray, but faith is 
exercifed, our love, our patience, which 
make us ſet a high price upon that we ſeek 
after, and to uſe it well. | 
30. God takes it unkmdly if we weep 
too much for the loſs of à wife, child, or 
friend, or for any ctofs in the things of 
this life; for it is a ſign we fetch not that 
comfort from him, which we ſhould: and 
may ds: nay, though our weeping be for 
our fins, we muſt keep moderation; with 


one eye look upon oor fins, and wich the 


other, look to God's mercy in Chriſt; 
thetefore if the beſt grief muſt be moder- 
ated, how much more ſhould the other? 

31. The religious affections of Gods peo- 
ple are mixed : they mingle their joy with 
weeping, and their tears with joy; where - 
as carnal man's are all ſimple, if he rejoĩces 
he is mad, if ſorrowful (unleſs reſtrained) 
he ſinks. Grace always tempers both the 
joy and ſorrow of a liriſtian\ becauſe he 
hath always ſomething to rejoice in, and 
ſomething tor which _ grieve. _ 
: 2 | t 
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let me look to heaven for the fulneſs of 
Joy EY | * FE OT, 
32. We are members of two worlds; 
while we live here, we muſt uſe this world ; 
bow many things doth this poor body need? 
in our paſſage we muſt have neceſlaries, hut 
xt mould uſe the world as if we uſed it not; hi 
or there is great danger, leſt our affections 
cleave to things of this preſent life, and we 
forget heaven, our home. "A ob 
33. It is a meanneſs of ſpirit in a chri- n 
ſian to be over-joyful, or over-grieved for th 


ordinate to the upper world, | 
34. A fincere heart that is burdened 3 


with fin, .defires not heaven, ſo much to pre 


things worſe than ourſelves ; if a man hath r 

any grace, all the world is inferior to him, || 

therefore what poorneſs of ſpirit is it to be fue 

over-joyful or over much grieved, when all S0 

| things are fading, and vaniſh ſo ſoon away : cel 
0 

minds, that all things here below, are ſub- * 

in 


N anun | 
} Oh | let it therefore be continually on our 
| 
| 


D AP» 1 I y 


| 
7 leave pain, as becauſe that is the place 
1 where he ſhall be free from fin, and have 
[IK the image of God and Chriſt perfected in ff faul 
i bl. his ſoul; therefore a ſincere ſpirit comes 
v5 under the word, not ſo much becauſe an it is 
eloquent man preacheth, as to hear divine 
truths ; for the power of the Spirit goes || May 
with them to carry on his own work. You be g 
cannot ſtill a child with any thing but the | al! N 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 17 
brenſt, ſo you cannot ſatisfy the deſires of 
a chriſtian, but with divine truths, as Ifa. 
xx1 8. The defire of aur ſoul is to' thy name, 
and to the remembrauce of thee. 0 
35, There are a thouſund things that 
hinder good ſucceſs in our affairs. What 
man can apply all things to a fix ifſuſe, and 
remove all that may hinder it? Who can 
obſerve perſons, times, places, advantages, 
and difadvantiges ? and when we ſee theſe 
things, there 1s 127 a paſſion, hope 
or fear, that robs us of our knowledge; 
as when a man ſees any danger, there is 
fuch a fear, or anger, chat he is in 4 miſt. 
So that unleſs God gives particular ſuc- 
ceſs, there is none. As it is in the frame 
of a man's body, that ſtands upon many 
joints, if arty one be out of order, that 
hinders all the reſt. | 
36. If we wiſh to petſevere, as deep ap- 

prehenfion of our miſeries by nature is ne- 
ceflary, let us labour to have our hearts 


broken more and more for fin. By this 


fault the ftony groutid-heaters, ſpoken of 
in the goſpel, wanted fertility : therefore 
it is chriſtian policy to ſuffer our ſouls to 
be humbled as deep as poſſible, that there 
may be mould enough; otherwiſe there may 
be great joys in hearing divine truths, but 
all will be ſucked up like dew, under perſe. 
eurion, and the word become unfruitful. 
| B 3 37. What 
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18 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 


37. What is the reaſon that God's chil T 
dren fink not to hell under their troubles ? 
Becauſe they have God's inward preſence ; 
ſtrengthening them ; for the OT Ghoſt a 
helps our infirmities : and not only aſſiſts K 
us to pray, but to bear croſſes, by lighten- 
ing them with ſome views of God's gra- ſW *! 
cious countenance. Nothing can ſupport 4 


our faith, but inward ſtrength from God. 7 


. 38. In proſperity, or after ſome deli- 
verance, it is the fitteſt time for praiſe, be- fo 


cauſe then our ſpirits are raiſed and'chear- £Þ !Y 
ed by the evidence of God's fayour ; tber. 

eater the croſs, from which we have been 
W: 


delivered, the more will our hearts be en- 
larged to praiſe the Lord. 

When we receive any good, either fte. 
for 20 or ſoul, whoever is the inſtru- 
ment, let us look to the principal; as in 
the gifts we receive, we look not to him 


who brings, but to him who ſent them. = 
40. Take heed of Satan's policy ; ſay — 
vie 


not, God hath forgotten me, becauſe I am 
in extremity ; nay, rather ſay, Surely God ot 


time of mercy, Let me always repel Sa- 


tan with his own weapons. 
41. Whatſoever God takes away from mod 


his children, he either ſupplies with a much 
reater favour, or elſe with ſtrength to bear he n 


the loſs. Hath God given charge to others, 
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to take care of the fatherleſs and widow, 

and will he neglect them himſelf ? 

42. That is ſpiritual knowledge, which 
alters the reliſh of the ſoul ; for we muſt 
know there is a bitter oppeſition in our na- 
ture, againſt all ſaving truths ; eſpecially 
there is a contrariety between our natu 
and that doctrine which teaches us, we muff 
deny ourſelves and be ſaved by another. 
The ſoul muſt firſt be brought to reliſh, be- 
fore it can digeſt ; there mult be firſt an ho- 
ly harmony between our nature and divine 
truth, revealed in the Goſpel, - 

43- That we might walk right in God's 
* . let us have heaven daily in our eye, 
and the day of judgment. So faith will 
fteer the courſe of our lives, and breed love 
in the uſe of the means, and patience under 
all conditions; Oh ! let us keep our eye, 
with Moſes, upon him that is inviſible. 

- 44. A man may know that he loves the 
world if he be more careful to get than to 
ufe it : we are but ſtewards ; and every one 
mould conſider, I muſt be as careful in diſ- 
tributing, as in getting riches ; for when a 
perſon is all in getting, and nothing in diſ- 
tributing, this man is a worldling ; though 
moderate in getting wealth without wrong 
to any man, the world hath gotten his heart, 
he makes not that uſe of it, he ſhould. 

45. It is as fooliſh a conceit to * 
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20 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. : 
that we can fit᷑ ourſelves for grace; as, that 
a a child in the womb could forward its na- 
tural birth: if God hath made us men, let 
us not make ourſelves gods; it is God, &c. 
PIER oy. nth” Wo 

46. As natural life preſerves itſelf by 
repelling that which is contrary to it; ſo 
where the life of grace is, there is a grow 
ing principle of deſire, of ſkill, and of 
power, to ſubdue every fin. 
47. It is in the nature of the ſoul, when 
it ſees a ſucceſſion. of better things, this 
world ſeems mean; when it ſecs another 
happy condition, not liable to change, it 
hath a ſanCtified judgment to eſteem things 
as they are, and ſo by faith overcomes the 
world. 

48. In the new covenant, God intends 
che glory of his grace above all. Now 
faith is fit for it, becauſe it hath an unitin 


virtue to knit us to the Mediator, and to 
lay hold ona thing out of ourſelves ; it emp- 


ties the ſoul of all conceit of its own wort 
and of the ſtrength and excellence of every 
creature, and ſo gives all the glory of ſalva- 

tion to God thro' Jefus Chriſt, 
49. What we are afraid to ſpeak beſore 
men, and to do for fear of danger, let us 
much more be afraid to think before God; 
therefore we ſhould ſtifle all evil thoughts 
zu the very conception, in their very riſing; 
2 ba e let 
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et them be uſed as rebels and traitors, be 
ſubdued at firſt. 

50. The heart till a man becometh a be- 
hever, is in a wavering condition, never 
quiet; the happineſs of the creature is to 
be ſatisfied, and have reſt ; for perplexity 
makes every one miſerable. If a man has 
but a little ſcruple in his conſcience, he is 
like a ſhip toſſed by contrary winds and can- 
not get to the deſired haven. 

51. The righteouſneſs of works leaves 
the ſoul in perplexity ; that righteouſneſs 
which comes by any other means than by 
Chriſt, leaves the ul unſertled ; becauſe the 
law of God promiſeth lifeonly upon abſolute 
and perſonal performance, Now the heart 
of man tells him, theſe evils he hath done, 
and ſuch and ſuch duties omitted; and 
guilt breeds perplexity, becauſe he hath no 
ſupport. - * 

52. Glory follows affliftions, not as the 
day follows night, but as the ſpring fol- 
lows winter : winter prepares the earth for 
ſprang, ſo do afflictions, ſanchified, prepare 
the Gut or ary. - 

53. This lite is not chiefly for the body 
but for the ſoul ; and therefore the ſoul ſays 
to it, If thou prevaileſt over me to fulfil 
thy deſires, thou wilt loſe me and thyſelf 


forever,” But if the body be given up to 


Chriſt the ſoul will plead for it in heaven; 
„ | APE. Lord, 


22 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. : 
* Lord, that body in yonder world, did faſt 


for me and pray with me!“ it will plead (as 


Pharaoh's butler for Joſeph) to the King a 
of Kings. | | v 
54. Afflictions make a divorce between n 
the ſoul and ſin: it is not a ſmall thing c 


chat will work ſin out of the foul, it muſt be 
the ſpirit of burning, the fire of afſſictions * 
ſanctified; heaven is for holineſs, and all th 


that is. contrary to holineſs, affliction works * 
out, and fo fits the ſoul for further and th 
perfect communion with God. tr 


535. When the ſoul admires ſpiritual 

things it is in an holy frame, and ſo long it * 
will not ſtoop to carnal comforts. O let wv; 
me labour to keep my keart in a ſtate of ho- to 
ty admiration from day to day. on 
56. Unto all thoſe whom Chriſt ſaves wi 
by his merit, he diſeovers their wretched po 
condition, and a better to be obtained: he F | 
ſhews us by whom we are redeemed, and ch. 
from what, and unto what condition, the flo! 
Spirit informing us throughly, that God of 
enters into covenant with us through Jeſus we 
Chriſt. 5 be 

57. Spiritual duties are as oppoſite to vet 
fleſh and blood, as fire to water; but as the 
ointment makes the members nimble and 6 
firong ; ſo where the Spirit of God is in · goo 
ny man, it makes him nimble and ſtrong, nat 
aud chearful to all good duties: but when 
; we 
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we are drawn to them as a bear to the ſtake, 
for tear or by natural cuſtom ; this is not 
irom the Spirit, for by the Spirit our duties 
are performed without force, or fear, or 
vain hope. A child needs no extrinfical 
motion to make him pleaſe his father, be- 
cauſe love 1s inbred and natural to him. 

58. The weights of a clock move all the 
wheels, ſo artificial.chriſtians are excited by 
things without them ; for they want an in- 
— principle to do good freely; but 
the Spirit of God works a kind of natural 
treedom. | 

59. As awoman under the law of Moſes, 
when forced by any man, if ſhe cried out 
was then blameleſs; fo it we unfeignedlyc 
to Chriſt, and complain of our corrupti- 
ons, as too ſtrong for us, this prayer will 
witneſs to our hearts, that we are not hy- 
pocrites. 

60. Good duties come from unſound 
chriſtians as fire out ofa flint ; but they 
flow from a child of God, as the waters 
of a ſpring : yet becauſe there is fleſh, as 
well as ſpirit, therefore every duty muſt 
be gotten (as 1t were) out of the fire. And 
vet alſo there is an holy liberty, becauſe 
there is a RO that reſiſts the fleſh. 

61. God's children are hindered in all 


good duties by an inevitable weakneſs in 
nature, as the body after labour by drow- 


* neſs; 


* 
+ 
i: E 
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fineſs; therefore the Spirit may be willing 
when the fleſh is weak. If we truly itrive 
againſt this dulneſs, Chriſt is always ready 
to make excuſe for us, as he did for his 
diſciples, Matt. xxvi. 41. 8 

62. A child of God is the greateſt free- 
man, and the beſt ſervant, even as Chriſt 
himſelf was the beſt ſervant, yet none ſo 
free; and the greater portion any man 
hath of his Spirit, the freer diſpoſition 
he hath for Chriſt's ſake to ſerve every one 
in love. oY 2 

63. Sight is the nobleſt ſenſe, it is quick, 
We can look from earth to heaven in a mo- 
ment; it is large, We can fee the hemiſ- 
phere of the heavens at one view ; it is ſure 
and certain; in hearing we may be deceiv- 
ed; and laſtly, it is the moſt affecting ſenſe ; 
even ſo faith is the quickeſt, the largeſt, the 
moſt certain, the molt affecting grace: like 
an eagle in the clouds, at one view it ſees 
Chriſt in heaven, and looks down upon the 
world ; it looks backwards and forwards, it 
ſees things paſt, preſent, and to come ; 
therefore this grace is ſaid, 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
to behold things unſeen and eternal. 

64. A vail had two uſes amongſt the 


Jews, one was ſubjection, and therefore 


the women were vailed; another was ob- 
ſcurity, and therefore the vail was put on 
Moſes' face. Both theſe are now taken 

; | away 
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away in Chriſt ; for we ſerve God, as 
ſons, a father; and as a ſpouſe her huſ- 
band; we are ſtill in ſubjection, but it is 
not ſervile; and now alfo with open face, 
ſeeing the glory of the Lord, we behold 
the things themſelves, as clearly laid open, 
the vail being taken. away. . 

65. Our happineſs conſiſts in due ſubor- 
dination and conformity to Chriſt; there- 
fore let us labour to carry ourſelves as he 
did, to his Father, to his friends, to his e- 


nemies. In the days of his fleſh, he pray- 


ed whole nights to his Father. How holy 


and heavenly minded ! he took occaſion 
from vines, and ſtones, and ſheep, for hea- 
venly diſcourſe ; and when he roſe from 
the dead he ſpake only of things concern- 
ing the kingdom of God. As for his car- 
riage towards his friends, He would not 
quench the ſmoaking flax, nor break the bruiſed 
reed; he did not reproach Peter with his 
denial ; but was of a winning diſpoſition to 
all: and as for his carriage to his enemies, 
he did not call for fire from heaven to de- 
ſtroy them, but dropped many tears for 
thoſe that ſhed his blood, O Jeruſalim, Tc. 
and upon the croſs, Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they ao : 75 that to be 
like minded to Chriſt, conſider how he car- 
ried himſelf to his Father, to his friends, to 


his enemies, yea to the devil himſelf; E- 


ven 
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| ven when he comes to us in wife, children, 
| friends, &c. we muſt as Chriſt did. ſay to 
1 Satan, get thee hence; and when we deal 
[| with thoſe that have the ſpirit of the de- 
| vil in them, we muſt not render reproach 
|; for reproach, but anſwer them, I z5 aurit- 
ten. 72 | 
66. When we find an e wrought 
[i in us, we ſhould have ay Og Hg of 
1 ourſelves; and ſay, when tempted to ſin: 
1 What ! I that am an heir of heaven, a king, 
4 a conqueror, a ſon of God, ſhall I debate 
myſelf ? God has put a crown upon my 
ſoul, and ſhall I caſt my crown in the mire? 
no I will be more honourable. Theſe are 
no proud thoughts, but ſuitable to our ſtate. it x 

67. Thoſe that have eyes dazzled with abo 
the falſe luſtre of the world, want ſpiritual wor 
i light: Chriſt himfelf when here upon earth, cori 


7 OO III - 


4 lived a concealed life, only at certain times is n. 
ſome beams of glory broke out. Let it ſtia1 
| comfort us that our glory is hid in Chriſt, © app 
1 though often AK, with the malice of 7 
fl wicked men, and with our own infirmities: ers. 
but we, are now and ever ſhall be glorious live 
1 in the eyes of God and his holy angels. love 
68. As children often after ſickneſs grow may 


much; ſo God's children grow, eſpecially eye, 
after their falls; ſometimes in humility, that 
in patience and other graces. Herbs and out 
trees, grow at the root in winter, in the dark 
| . leat tate, 
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ldren, rae” 
ſay to leaf in ſummer, and in the ſeed in autumn: 
e deal ſo chriſtians at different ſeaſons grow in eve- 
he de- ce. | 
roach 9. That which we drew from the firſt . 
durit- Adam, was the diſpleaſure of God but we 
8 draw from the ſecond Adam the favour of 
ought God ; from the firſt Adam comes corrup- 
m of tion, from the ſecond, grace; from the firlt 
o fin : Adam we derive all mifenes, we draw from 
king, the ſecond Adam, life and happineſs; 
debaſe whatſoever we had from the firſt Adam, it 
on my is reared more abundantly in the ſecond, 
mare? our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 388 
aſc. are 70. Grace makes us, glorious, . becauſe 
r ſtate. it puts glory upon, the ſoul; carries it 
d wath above earthly things ; tramples the 
nritual world under foot, and prevails againſt thoſe 
earth, corruptions that foil ordinary men. A man 
times is not more above the beaſts, than 4 chri- 
Let it ſtian is above other men, but ĩt doth not yet 
Chriſt, I appear what hereafter he ſtall be. 
lice of 71. Itis an evidence that we are partak- 
mities ers of God's grace, if we can look upon the 


- 
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lives of others much better than ours, and 


els love and eſteem them as glorious. A man 
grov may ſee grace in others with a malignant. 
pecially eye, for natural men are ſo vain-glorious. 
imility, that when they ſee the lives of other men 
rbs and ovrſhine rheirs, inſtead of imitating they 
in the © darken them; that grace they will not imi- 
leat tate, they defame : therefore when perſons 
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can ſee grace in others, and honour it in 
them, it is a ſign they have grace them- 
ſelves. Men can endure good in books, 
and hear good things of men that are dead, 
but they cannot endure it in the lives of 
others, to be in their eyes, eſpecially when 
they come to compare themſelves with 
them, they do not like to be out- ſhnined. 
72. As the ſun goes his courſe, though we 
cannot ſee it move; and as plants and herbs 
gro\y, though we cannot perceive them to 
grow: even ſo it follows not that a chriſtian 
grows not, becauſe he cannot ſee himſelf to 
grow; nay, if-believers decay in their firſt 
love, or in ſome other grace, yet another 


grace my thrive, as their humility, their 


tenderneſs of conſcience ; ſometimes they 
ſeem not to grow in the branches when 
they grow at the root; after a check 
grace breaks out the more z as we ſay, after 
a hard winter there uſually follows a glo- 
rious ſpring. 


73. God's children never hate corruption 


more, than when they have been overcome: 
the beſt men living have corruptions which 
they ſee not till they break out by tempta- 
tions. When theſe corruptions are diſco- 
vered, it ſtirs up our hatred, and hatred 
ſtirs up endeavour, and endeavour revenge ; 
ſo that God's children ſhould not ae 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 29 
diſcouraged by their falls; but; looking ta 
Jeſus, run the race ſet before them. | 

74. When true grace is wrought in 4 
chriſtian, his defires go beyond his ſtrength, 
and his prayers are anſwerable to his de- 
fires. So particularly young chriſtians of- 
ten call their ſtare in queſtion, becauſe 
they cannot bring heaven down upon earth; 
and cannot be perfect; but God will have 
us depend upon him for graduaf increaſe of 


grace, by daily faith and expectation. 


75. Chriſt is our pattern, whom we muſt 
ſtrĩve to imĩtate; it was neceffary that our 
pattern ſhould he exact, that we might ſee 
our imperfections and be humbled for 
them, and live by faith in Chriſt, for 
ſunctification. won. 

76. Conſider Chriſt upon the crofs, as 
a publick perſon ; when he was crucified, 
and when he died for fin, he died for my 
firs: This knowledge of Chrift will be a 
crucifying knowledge, this will ſtir up my 
heart to uſe my corruptions, as my ſins 
did CHriſt'; as he hated fin, it will work 
the ſame diſpoſition in me, to hate this 
body of death, and to uſe it as that treat- 
ed Chriſt: if we ſee this clearly, it will 
conform us to Chriſt. 

77. With our contemplations, let us join 
this kind of reaſoning ; Hath God ſo hated 
pride, that Chriſt was humbled to the deuth 
Ee C 3 of 
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of the croſs, to redeem me from it, and 
ſhall I be proud ? When we are ſtirred up 
to revenge, let us confider, that Chriit 

rayed for his enemies : when tempted to 

iſobedience, think, God in my nature 
was obedient unto the death, and ſhall L 
rebel? and when we grow hard-hearted, 
conſider, Chriſt became man, that he might 
ſhew bowels of mercy: let us reaſon thus, 
when we are tempted, and it will be a 
means to transform us into the likeneſs of 


Chriſt, 


. 78. When God is blaſphemed, or the 
like, let us think, how would Chriſt ſtand 
affected, 1f he were here ? when he was 
here upon earth, how zealous was he a- 
gainſt profaneneſs, and ſhall I be fo cold? 
when he ſaw the multitude wander as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd, his bowels yearned ; 
and ſhall we ſee ſo many poor ſouls live in 
darkneſs, and our bowels not yearn over 
them ? | 

79. We muſt look upon Chriſt, not on- 
ly as a phyſician, but as a perfect pattern 
&r imitation. Wherefore did he hve fo 
long upon earth, but to ſhew us an exam- 
ple? And let us remember that we ſhall 


be accountable for thoſe good examples 


which we have from men ; there 1s not an 
example of an humble, holy and induſtrious 
life, but ſhall be laid to our charge; 2 
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Bod doth purpoſely ſet them to ſhine be- 


fore our eyes, that we might take their 
example, and be followers of the Lord. 

, 80, As the ſpirits in the arteries quicken 
the blood in the veins, ſo the Spirit of God 
goes along with the word, and makes it 
effectual. St. Paul ſpeaks to Lydia's ear, 


but the Spirit ſpeaks to her heart. As it 


was with Chriſt himſelf, ſo it is with his 
members : He was conceived, anointed and 
ſealed by the Spirit; he was led into the 
wilderneſs, he offered up himſelf, by the 
Spirit, and by the Spirit he was raiſed from 
the dead: even ſo the members of Chriſt 
anſwer unto Chriſt himſelf; all is by the 
Spirit, we are conceived by the Spirit; the 
ſame Spirit that ſanctiſied him, ſanctiſies 
us: firſt we receive the Spirit by way of 
union, and then unction follows after; 
when we are united to Chriſt by the Spi- 
rit, then He works the ſame in us, as He 
did in Chriſt. 

81. When a proud wit, and ſupernatural 
truths meet together, a man will have ſome- 
thing of his own ; therefore in reading and 
ſtudying of heavenly truths, eſpecially the 
goſpel, we muſt pray to God for his Spirit, 
and not venture upon conceit of our own 
2 God will curſe ſuch proud pre- 
umption. 
82. Many think that the knowledge of 
Fail 9 divine 
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divine truths, will make them divine; 
whereas it is the Holy Ghoſt only that 
gives a taſte and reliſh-off them; for with- 
out the Spirit, their hearts will riſe, when 
the Word comes to each of them in parti- 
cular, and tells them, you muſt deny your- 
ſelf, and. venture even life for the truth. 


83; When men underſtand the ſcriptures, 


and yet are proud and maſieious: we muſt 
not take ſcandal at it; for their hearts were 
never ſubdued, they underſtand ſupernatu- 
ral things by human reafon alone; and not 
By divine light. 


bu 


84. Thoſe that meaſure lands, are very 


exact in every thing, but the poor man 
whoſe it is, knows the uſe of the ground 
better, and delights in it more; becauſe it 
is his own ; ſo it is with miniſters, that 
can exactly ſpeak of heavenly truths, yet 
have no ſhare in them; but the poor ſou] 
that hears them, rejoyceth, and faith, theſe 
things are mine. | | 115 
85. This life is a life of faith, for God 
will try the truth of our faith, that the 
world may ſce that God hath ſuch ſervants 
as will depend upon his bare word; it were 
nothing to be a chriſtian, if we ſhould ſee 
all here; but God will have his children 
live by faith, and take the promiſes upon 
his word. . 
86. The nature of hope is to expect 
that 
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that which faith believes, what could the 
Joys of heaven avail us if it were not for 
hope? it is the anchor of the ſoul, and 
being fixed in heaven, it ſtills the ſoul in 


all the troubles, combuſtions and confuſions 


we daily meet with in the preſeat world. 
87. It is too much curioſity to ſearch in- 
to particulars ; as, what ſhall be the glory 
of the ſoul ? and what ſhall be the glory of 
the body ? rather ſtudy to make a gracious 
uſe of them, and in humility ſay ; Lord, 
what is finful man, that thou ſhould'ſ ſo 
advance him ! The conſideration of this 
glory ſhould: make us abaſe ourſelves, and 
in humility even now give thanks in hope, 
as Peter did, 1 Pet. i. 3. when he thought 
of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
that fadeth not, he gave thanks, Bleſſed be 
God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Cory which 
nay to his abundant mercy hath begotten 
Wy, WE. | e 
88. When we ſee men grow proud with 
the things of this life, let us in an holy 
kind of ſtate, think of our happineſs in 
heaven, and carry ourſelves accordingly. 
If we ſee any thing good in the world; 
let us ſay to our ſouls, this is not what I 
look for, or when we hear of any thing 
that is good, let us. ſay, I can hear this, 
but defire the chief good ; or when our 
knowledge increaſes of common things, 
is 
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this is not what I long for; but for things 
that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor that 
ever enter d into the heart of man. . 

| 89. There are four things obſervable in 
1 the nature of love; firſt, an eſtimation of 


the party beloved; ſecondly, a deſire to 
be joined to him; thirdly, a ſettled con- 
tentment; fourthly, a defire to pleaſe the 
I Party in all things; ſo there is firſt in e- 1 
very chriſtian an high eſtimation of God C 
| | in Chriſt ; he makes choice of him above b 
All things, and ſpeaks largely in his com- 
| Meridien: — be defies to be u- 1 

1 nited to him, and where this deſire is, 
there is an intercourſe, he will open his 


Vi mind to him by prayer, and go to him in — 

13 all his — — for ebene: thirdly, 
He places contentment in him alone, be- hs 
cauſe in the worſt condition he finds peace re 
and comfort hen the light of his counte- | 
nance ſhines upon him: fourthly, he ſeeks he 
26 pleaſe him; be labours ſo to act, that fin 
God may in Chriſt delight in him; love We 
ſlirs up his ſoul to remove all things diſ- 


taſteful to him; he aſks, as David did, 1 | fit 
there never à one lift of the houſe of Saul, to ve. 
whom I may do good for Fonathan's ſake ? : 
How can I honour my God ? , 

9. Infirmities in God's children pre - be 
ſerve their grace, therefore it is that in 
ſeripture, here God honours the _ 
85 | their 
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3 their weakneſſes are made known : Jacob 
ungs wreſtled with God and prevailed, but he 
that halted ; Chriſt ſaid to Peter, Upon this rock 
5 awill I build my church; yet get thee behind 
le in me ſatan. Paul was explted above meaſure 
m of evith revelations ; but he had the miſſenger of 
Ee 0 ſatau to buffet bim; yet his prayer of faith 
| s y Pray 
—ͤ— prexailed. 1 | 2 
* 91. . the games yr of an evil man 
Set to quench great r a little ill a but 
God Chriſt cheriſhes a E grace, though there 
bove be great corruption, though very offenſive 
— to him. Let me labour to gain to him all 
be u- 1 can, by meelneſs and love. 
re 18s. 92. Chhriſtians find their corruptions 
n his more offenſive to them, than when they 
im in were in the ſtate of nature; therefore ic 
irdly, is, that they think their tate is not good ; 
e, be- but corruption boils more, becauſe it is 
peace reſtrained. | 
e 93. The more of the will, the more 
ſeeks heinous the ſin; when we venture upon 
„ that ſinkul courſes dehberately, it excecdinaly 
love waſtes our comfort: when we fall into in 


7 dif- againſt conſcience, and abuſe our chriſtian. 
id, 5s liberty; God fetches us back by ſome ſe- 
aul, ta yere affliction ; there ſhall be a cloud be- 
fake ? tween God's face and us; and he will ſui- 

pend his comforts for a long time: let no 


n pre- man veuture upon fin, for God will take a 
that in N | 22 | er. 
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courſe with him that ſhall be much to his 


ſorrow. | 
94. The reaſon why ſome weak chriſ- th 


tians have more loving ſouls, than men of 


greater parts, is becauſe great men have 
corruptions anfwerable to their parts ; great the 
gifts, great doubts; they are entangled with lea 
arguments, and ſtudy to inform their brains, tio 
when others are warm with pious affections. it i 
A poor chriſtian cares not for cold diſputes, to ( 
inſtead of theſe he grows in divine love: are 
which is the reaſon why ſuch often go to nity 
heaven with great joy, whilſt others are en- 2 
tangled and mourn under doubts and fears. ſafe: 
95. Many are troubled with cold affec- 9 
tions, and then they think to raiſe love out 0 
of their own cold hearts; but we muſt beg You 


of God the ſpirit of love; not wait to bring avdie 
love to God, but fetch love from him, then natu 


ſhall we aſpire towards God and heaven. neſs. 
6. Love to things more baſe than our- ing, 
ſelyes; like a clear — runs into a fink : not h 
as our love is the beſt thing we have, and dwell 
none deſerves it more than God ; oh let guide 
him have our love, yea the ſtrength of our 100 
love, that we may love him with all our fit to 
ſouls, and with all our mind, and with al yet {ſo 
our ſtrength. duct þ 


97. As the ſun, when gotten to it's | there; 
height, ſcatters the, clouds: ſo a chriſtian 


is then in his excellency, when he can | 'iings 
| ſcatter } 


ſcatter doubts and fears, when in diſtreſa 
he can do as David did, comfort himſelf in 
the Lord his God, r Sar. xxx. 6. 

98. Many would be in» Canaan as faon/ 
as they are out of Egypt, they would: bs at; 
the higheſt pitch) preſently: but, God with 
lead us through the wilderneſs of tempta- 
tions and; afflictions, till we get to heaven 7 
it is part of chriſtian meeknelſs to fubraitt 
to God, and not to murmur, becauſe we 
are not as we would be; lot us rather mags: 
nity the mereies of God, that works in us 
any love to things, and that he vouelv · 
ſafes us the leaſt} finſt fruits of glar. 

99 As, noblemens children have tutors, 
ſo God's children have the Spirit; this 
vou ſnall do, he ſays, and that vou (hall 
avoid. The Spirit not only renews aur 
nature, but leads forward to perfect hol i- 
neſs. -Wicked men have the Spirit knock - 
ing, and fain would enter, yet they will 
not hear; but Gag's- children have him 
dwelling in them, and he is cheir cunſtant 
guide to heavenly; bliſs. 

100. A chriſtian in his minority, is not 
fit to poſſeſs all that he hath a title to, but 
yet ſo much is allotted to him, as will con- 
duct kim through lite, and to heaven: If 
therefore in want, he hath contentment, 
and in ſuffering he hath patience, &c. All 
things are his, as well what he wants, d 

) 1 what 
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© what he enjoys, for he is Chriſt's, 1 Cor. 
. 3 a | 

101. The word of God dwells in our 
hearts when it rules in the ſoul, when it 
directs our thoughts, affections, and con- 
verſation; ſo that we dare not do any 
thing contrary thereunto, but we ſhall be 


checked. Who ſhall eraſe what God's own 


finger hath written in our hearts? no fire 
nor faggot, no temptation whatever, for 
the promiſe ſecures eternal glory. - 
102. We ſhall never be ſatisfied to our 
comfort, that the ſcripture is the word of 
God, unleſs we know it from it ſelf by 
its own light; and it ſhews itſelf abundantly 
to a believer to be ſo, in caſting down the 
foul, and altering the mind and converſa- 
tion. When the word is only in the head, 
if there come a temptation ſtronger than 
our faith, we deſpair: the word is far from 
thoſe that can only diſcourſe of it, who ſee 
it only as a natural truth, and look upon 
holy things, not in a divine but in a human 
manner, and by reaſon alone. 
103. When the word dwells as a fami- 
[Har in the heart, to direct, counſel and 
comfort us, it is a ſign itabides there; the 
devil knows good and hates it, therefore 
knowledge alone is nothing, but if the pro- 
miſe alters the temper of the heart itſelf, 


then it is ingrafted there. 
; 104. God 
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104. God excepts againſt none, if we 
do not except ourlelves: therefore if thou, 
whoever thou art, man or woman, wiltcome. 
and take Chriſt upon hisownterms, for thy 
Lord and Huſband, for better for worle, 
with perſecutions, afflictions, croſles, &c. 
So take Chriſt, and take him for ever, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved: ; --* 5 
105. When we believe divine truths by 
the Spirit, they work upon the heart, and 
draw the affections after them; if with the 
heart we believe the goſpel, our ſouls will 
he, ſooner. or later, carried out to love and 
embrace Chriſt with great comfort and joy. 
106. We may be brought very low, 
but ſhall not be confounded ; we may be 
brought near to confuſion, to ſhew us the 
vanity of .creature-dependence ; in the, 
judgment of the world we may be con- 
founded, but the hand of ſovereign ks 
ſhall raiſe us up again; and in the depth 
of our miſery we ſhall not be aſhamed. -, 
107. The reaſon why God's. children 
may often with great perplexity doubt of 
their ſalvation, 18, becauſe they have a, 
principle of fin in them, as well. as of. 
grace: corruption will raiſe doubts, as rot- 
ten wood breeds worms; and as vermin out, 
of putrefaCtion, ſo doubts and fears ariſe, 
from remaining corruption: but holineſs; 
ſhall ſoan be perfect and our joy be full. 
| D 2 108. For 
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108. For want of watchfulneſs, God 


often gives us up for a time to ſuch a per- 
eſtate, that we ſhall not know we 

eve any grace; though we have a prin- 
ciple of grace, yet we ſhall not know it, 
but may even go out of the world in dark- 
109. We ought not at any time to deny 
the truth, nor yet at all times to confeſs 
it; for good actions and graces are like 
Priuces that ofily appear abroad on ſome 


ſpecial vecafions; and ſo if ſome circum» 


ſtances in our confeſſion be wanting, the 

n + fruſtrated. It is true of actions, 
as Of words : A word ſpoken in ſeaſon, is 
Ike apples of gold, in baſkets of filver ; 


therefore wiſdom muſt be our guide in all 


our behaviour. Cohverſution 1s then only 
„When it is better than filenee, and 

ſpreads the knowledge of Chriſt. 
110. It is not lawtul for any weak 
chriſtians to be preſent at the miſs ; Dinah 
ventured —1 and came crackt home. 
It is juſt in God, to leave thoſe that dally 
with temptation to be caught, as many idle 

ſons have often been, to their ruin. 
111: He that will not now deny lawleſs 
deſires, will not deny himfelf in matters 
of life, in time of trial. He that hath not 
learned mortification of the feſh in time of 
S ; peace, 


of trouble. 


112. We muſt not only ſtand up for the 


truth, but in a holy manner, and not as 
proud perſans do. 
the firſt epiſtle of Peter ii. 1 
in meekneſs and fear. We muſt not bring 
paſſion into God's cauſe, nor muſt our lives 
give our tongues the lie. | 
113. There is ſuch a diſtance between 
corrupt nature and grace, that we muſt 
have a great deal of preparation; and 
though there be nothing in our preparati- 
on, to bring the ſoul to have grace, yet ĩt 
brings the ſoul to a nearer diſtance, than 
thoſe that neglect the means of grace, and 
fin without reſtraint. | 
114. Nature cannot work above its own 
powers, as vapours cannot aſcend higher 
than the ſun draws them; our hearts are 
naturally ſhut, and God opens them by his 
Spirit, in the uſe of the appointed means: 
The. children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs 
ſaw wonders upon wonders, yetwhen they. 
came to be proved, they would not believe; 
Cry to God, © Help thou mine unbelief!“ 
115. God's free love hath caſt our lot 
in theſe happy times of the goſpel ; and. ir. 
1s further love, that makes choice of ſome 
and leaves others. This ſhould teach us 
found humility ; confider, that God muſt, 
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peace, will hardly be brought to it.in tune 
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open the heart, or elſe it will remain Et6r. 


nally ſhut, even againſt his grace. 
116. As grace is not of our own getting, 


it ſhould teach us patience and hope to- 


wards others, waiting, if God at any time 
will give chem repentance; though God 
work not eflectually the firſt time of con- 
viction, nor the feeond ; yet ſtill Wait, as 
the man that lay at the pool of Betheſda 
for the moving of the ware. 

117. He that attends to the word of God, 
doth not omy know the words (Which are 
but the ſhell) but he knows the things ; he 
hath ſpirituul light, to know what faith 
and repentance are; there is at that time 
a ſpiritual cho in the foul; as Pſal. xxvii. 
8. When thou ſataſi, ſeet yt my face, my heart 

1 unte ther, thy fare Lord auill fel: 
Therefote muſt men judyeoftherrprofiting 
by the word, not by carrying of it in their 
memories, but by being made able to bear 
crofſes and to reſiſt temptations, &c. 

118, There ſhould not be intimate fa- 
mitrarities, but Where we judge men true 
chriſtians, and towards thoſe, whom upon 

good grounds we judge to be ſuch, we mutt 
be gentle and eaſy to be entreated; we 
wrong them if we ſhew ourſelves proud or 
unkind. | 

119. True faith works love, and then it 


yorks by love; when it hath wrought - 
LA oly 
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Holy affeCtion, it works by it; as when the 
tree is ingrafted and the fcion takes, it ſoon 


ettihg, grows, and ſhews itſelf in good fruits 

pe to- 120. The word {from the mouth of 
time God) is more ancient than the ſoripture; 
1 God and the firſt promite of the ſeripture was 
f con- this, 7 hr ford of the woman ould break the 
ait, as Sead of the ſerpent. The ſeripture is but 
*heſta the modus, or the manner of conveying 


| the word of God This ſcripture is the rule 
God, whereby we muſt walk ; and the judge 
alſo of all eontroverſies of religion, and in 


ch are 
gs; he ſpite of che church of Rome, it will judge 
t faith them. 8 Auguſtine hath an excellent re- 
it time mark ; when there is contention betwixt 


xxv11. „ brethren, witneſſes ure brought; but in 
heart the end, the words, the will of the dead 


7 feth man is b forth, and theſe words 
ofiting determine: ſhall the words of a 
n their „dead man be of force, and ſhall not the 
o bear word of Chrift determine + there fore al- 
* ways lock to the ſcriptures,” 

ate fa- 121. All idolaters ſhall be aſhamed that 


n true worſhip ĩmages, of that truſt to broken cif 
upon terns. Let thoſe be aſhamed that truſt to 
e muſt their own wit and pohey ; all thofe mall 
4; we be aſhamed that exalt themſelves upon any 
oud or earthly things, for theſe crutches will ſoon 
be taken away, then ſhall they fall ; falſe 
then it ſupports ſhall make them all aſhamed. = 
ht that 122. The way to bring faith into the 
| heart, 


— 
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heart, is, firſt, there muſt be a judicious 
convincing knowledge of the vanity-of all. 
things within us and without us, that ſeem, 
to yield ſupport, and then the ſoul is car- 
ried, to lay hold on Chriſt ; as David faith, 
1 have ſeen an end of all penfection. Second- 
ly, the ſoul muſt be convinced of an excel- 
lency in religion above all things in the 


world, or elſe it will not reſt. The heart. 


of man chuſes the beſt, and only when per- 
ſuaded that the gain in religion is above 
the world, then it yields. And thirdly, a 
due conſideration of the firmneſs of the 
ground, whereupon the promiſe is built ; 
humbly put God to it therefore, either to 


| make his promiſe good, or to diſappoint. 


thee ; and he will be ſure to make it 
in forgiveneſs of ſin, progreſs in grace, 
and ſtrength in all temptations and times 
of trouble. 9 
123. Man is naturally of ſuch a ſpirit, 
that if he hath not, what he would, and 
when he would ; he gives up hope. There 
is not a greater mark of the difference be- 
tween a child of God, and one that wants 
faith, than to be haſty; ſuch men, g 
they may be moral, yet are of this mind; 
they will labour to — ſure of ſomethin 
here; they muſt have preſent pleaſures a 
preſent profits; if God will fave them — 
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that way, well, if not, they will put all to 
the venture. | 
124 Many things hinder this grace of 
waiting, there is a great deal of tedious 
time, and many crofles we meet with, as 
the ſcorn ot the world, and many .athes 
trials, and eyen God ſeems not to perform 
his promiſes ; but let us comfort ourſelves 
with this, he only waits to bleſs them that 

patiently continue in well-doing. ? 
125, We ſhould labour to agree mutu- 
ally in love, for wherein any chriſtian dif- 
fers from another, it is but in little things 
grace knows no difference, the worms know, 
no difference, and the day of judgment 
knows no difference In the worſt thing 
we are all alike baſe; and in the beſt, in 
Chriſt we are all alike bappy; only in this 
world, God will have diſtinctions, fer or- 
der ſake, but elſe there is no difference. 
126. Chriſtians are like to men of great 
ſtates, but know not how to ufe them; 
we hve not like ourſelves ; exerciſe — 
faith, and you ſhall have much grace and 
comfort: we are ſcanty in our on bowels, 
therefore labour to have great faith, an- 
ſwerable to Chriſt's large riches: though 
chriſtians be low enough in outward things, 
and often times poorer than other men yet 
they ate rich, for Chriſt bleſſes them, un- 
der their crofſes. What they want in this 
world, 
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world, ſhall be made up in grace now, and 
glory hereafter. — | 
127. Every one ought daily to imitate 
Chriſt, do good to all, and as the apoſtle 
faith, be abundant always in the works of 
the Lord; let us labour for enlarged hearts, 
that we may do good ſeaſonably, abun- 
dantly and unweariedly. Oh may the love 
of Chriſt give us the ſame impreſſion that 
was in him! He did good to all men. 
128. None come to God without Chrift, 
none come to Chriſt without faith, none 
come to faith without the means, none 
enjoy the means but where God hath ſent 
them ; therefore where there were no means 
of ſalvation before the coming of Chriſt, 
there was no viſible intendment of God or- 
dinarily to grant ſalvation, How great a 
bleſſing is the goſpel ! | | 
129. Preventing mercy is the greateſt. 
How many favours doth God prevent us 
with ? we never aſked for our being, nor, 
for that tender love which our parents bore 


towards us in our tender years; we never 
.aſked for our baptiſm and ingrafting into 


Chriſt : What a motive therefore is this to 
ſtir us up, that when we come to years, we 


may plead with the Lord, and ſay, thou, 


waſt concerned for me before I had a be- 
ing, therefore much more wilt thou now 


have a gracious care of me, (whom thou 
haſt, 
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haſt reconciled to thy ſelf ) and remember 
me in mercy for time to come, and even 
throughout a bliſsful eternity. 
130. If God's mercy might be over 
come with our fins, we ſhould overcome 
it every day; it muſt be rich merey that 
can fully and for ever ſatisfy the ſoul ; 
and therefore the apoſtle never ſpeaks of. 
it without the extenfions of love, oh the 
height and depth | we want words, we. 
want thoughts to conceive of it: Oh la- 
bour through grace to raiſe your ſouls to 
large and exalted conceptions and appre- 
henſions of this mercy that is ſovereign 
and divine | | 
131. God is rich in mercy, not only to 
our ſouls, but in providing all things we 
need; he keeps us from evil, and fo he is 
called a Buckler ; he gives us all good 
things, and ſo is called a Sun; he keeps 
us now in good condition, but will advance 
us ſtill higher, even as our nature ſhall be 
capable, in the heavenly world. 7%; 
132. The fun ſhines on the moon. and 
ftars, and they ſhine upon the earth; ſo 
doth God. ſhine in his goodneſs and grace 
upon us; that we might ſhine in good 
works towards all men, eſpecially unto 
them of the houſhold of faith. + +: + 
133. We are ſtiled in ſcripture good and 
righteous, becauſe our underſtandings, 55 
wills 
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wills and affeftions are our own-;. but ſo 8 
far as they are holy, they are the Holy p. 
Ghoſt's. We are the principal in our ac- 

tions, as they are actions; but the Holy by 
Ghoſt is principal of the holineſs. of the ly 
action. The gracious government of the thi 
new creature-is-alſo from the, Spitit ; and Gi 


if the Holy Ghoſt refuſeth his government, 
doth not guide and aſſiſt us in every holy = 
action, we muſt. be at a ſtand, and: cannot Fae 


and walk in the Spirit. | | bold 

- 134. Every finner is. a god unto: him- 1 
ſelf, not only in reflecting. all upon him- hou; 
ſelf, but in ſetting about divine things in out 
his on ſtrength-; as if he were principal das 
in his on actions, coming ta them in the ſpeed 


ſtrength: of — — 5 ow until God hath 
brings us out of carnal ſelf, by the,power rit 
of the Holy Ghoſt. — 
135. Thoſe that care nat for the Word, thing 
are ſtrangers: to the Spirit, and they that thing 
care not for the Spirit, never make a right the ca 
uſe of the Word. The Word. is nothing comfo 
without the Spirit, and only animated and the Sp 
quickened. by Him. The Spirit and the regard 
Word are like the veins: — in follow 


the body, that give life to the Whole. And cot Goc 

therefore where the Word is moſt reveal- ; 138. 

ed, there is moſt of the Spirit; but where mon th 

Chriſt . &dicat 
; Spirit | 


es in 
And 
aveal- 
here 
„. he: 
Spirit 
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Spirit. is not at all viſible, (in his ſaving 


power: )- | 

136. When Chriſt comes into the ſoul 
by the Spirit, he carries himſelf familiar- 
ly ; diſcovering the ſecrets of God the Fa- 
ther, and ſhewing what love there is in 
God towards us; he teaches us how toy 


carry aurſelves in all ſeeming neglects; 


and When we are at a loſs, he opens a way 
far us, reſolves our doubts, comforts us in 
our diſcouragements, and makes us go 
boldly; ta Goc in all our neceſſities. 
137. As we may know wha dwells in a 
houſe, by obſerving who goes in and comes 
out; fo: we may know that the Spirit 
dwells in:us, by obſerving, what ſanctiſied 
ſpeeches: he ſends. forth, what delight he 
hath wrought in us to things that are ſpi- 
ritual, and what price we ſet upon them. 
A carnal man lowers the price of ſpirituah 
things ; becauſe his ſoul cleaves to ſome - 
thing he rejoices in far more; and this is 
the cauſe Why he ſlights the directions and 
comforts-of the word: but thoſe in whom 


the Spirit dwells, will conſult it, and nor 


regarding what fleſh and blood dictate, will 
tollow the directions of the word and Spirit 
of God; 

138. A chriſtian will not do even com- 
mon things, before he ſanctifies them: he 


| t100sS 
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© tions to God] and ſo ſees God in all things. 


A carnal man looks to-reaſon only in att 
that he. doeth: but a chriſtian ſees God 
even in croſſes to humble him, and eve 
thing he makes ſpiritual ; yet . 
there is a double principle in him, there 
will be ſome ſtirring of the fleſh in all his 
actions, and ſometimes evil will appear 
moſt. It is the excellency of a chrillan'e 
ſtate, that the Spirit will ere long caſt out 
all fn; He will never let the heart and 
conſcience reſt, till ĩt be forever baniſhed 


from the ſoul. | 


139. The Spirit of God may be known 
to be in weak chriftians, as the ſoul is 
known to be in the body, by the pulſes: 
even ſo the Spirit is diſcovered by groan- 
ing under fin, fighing, complaining, that 
it is ſo with them, and no better; ſo that 
they are out of love with themſelves; this 
is an happy ſign that the Spirit dwells in 
ſuch Souls. * "ts 

140. Where the Spirit dwells largely 
in any man, there is boldneſs in God's 
cauſe, a contempt of the world, He can 4s 
ail things through Chriſt that flrengthens him, 
his mind is content and ſettled ; he can 
bear with the infirmities of others, and 
not be oftended (tor the weak in grace are 
ſooneſt offended) and is ready to ſay, Come, 
Lord Fejus, come quickly. But if corruption 

| 3 bears 
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bears too much ſway, then, O flay a little | 


that I may recover firmigth ; that is, ſtay a 


while that I may repent. The foul in 


ſuch a frame not being fit to appear be- 
fore God, but only when the Spirit im- 
parts grace and divine conſolations. 


141. While young, carnal delights lea 


us; and'when we are old, eovetouſneſs . 


drowns us; ſo that if our knowledge be 
not ſpiritual, we ſhall not perſevere to the 


end; and the reaſon why, at the hour of 


death, ſo many deſpair, is, becauſe they 
had knowledge without the Spirit's ſaving 
grace. . | 


of grace, and the practice of duty; we 
muſt not therefore ſnatch comforts before 
we are fit for them; when we perform his 
recepts, God will beſtow his 'comforts, 
f we will make it appear that we wy 
love God, we muſt keep his command- 


ments, not one, but all; it muſt be uni- 
verſal obedience, from the heart as the 


ſpring, and flow from love. | 
143. It is a true rule in divinity, that 
God never takes away any comforts from 
his people, but he gives them better. 
When Elan was taken from Eliſha into 
heaven, God doubled his Spirit upon Eli- 
ſha; if God take away wit or children, 
he gives us better bleſſings ; the diſciples 
2 parted 


142. God gives comfort in the exerciſe 
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rted with Chriſt's bodily preſence, but 
e ſent them the Holy Ghoſt. 

144. God will be known of us in thoſt 
things wherein it is our comfort to know 
Him : in all our devotions, the whole coun- 
ſels of heaven comfort us jointly ; the 
ſecond perſon prays to the Father, and he 
ſends the third; and as they have feveral 
titles, ſo they all agree in their love and 
Care to comfort our fouls, Nine 

145. In trouble we are prone to forget 
all we have heard and read, that makes 
for our comfort. What is the 'reaſon u 
man comes to think of what otherwiſe be 
Hould never have called to mind ? The 
Holy Ghoſt brings it to his remembrance; 
he is a Comforter, brings to our mind 
uſeful things, and at ſuch times, BEE ve 
moſt need them. 94 7% 
146. Thoſe that care not for the word 

of God, reject their comfort; all evinfort 
muſt be drawn out of che ſcriptures, hich 
are the breaſts of eonſolatien: many by 
education know the truth, and are ate to 
diſcourſe well of it, but they want the 
Spirit of truth, and that is the feafen, wv} 
all their knowledge vaniſheth in time 
temptation. S, 
147. No man is à true divine but the 

child of God; he only knows holy thing 
by an holy light and life ; other men, — 
| ey 


- DIVINE MEDITATIONS: 53 


they ſpeak of theſe things, yet practically 
know them not. Take the moſt myſtical 
points 1n 8 as juſtification, adop- 
tion, peace of conſcience, joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, the ſweet benefit of. communion 
of ſaints, the excellent ſtate of a chriſtian 
even in extremity ; inward fight and ſor- 
row for ſin: they know not what theſe ' 
things mean ; for how aptly ſoever they 
may diſcourſe of them, yet the things them- 
ſelves are myſteries ; repentance is a myſ- 
tery ; joy in the Holy Ghoſt is a myſtery ; 
no natural man, though he be never ſo 
great a ſcholar, knows theſe things expe- 
3 ; he knows them only as phyfi- 
cians underſtand medicine, by their books, 
but not as a fick man, by his own expe- 
TIENCECs f 
148. It is a great ſcandal to religion, 
that men of great learning and parts are 
often- wicked men; hereupon the world 
comes to think that religion 1s-nothing but 
an empty name. Without inward ſpecial 
illumination, they can never know ſpiritual 
things experimentally ; though they pro-: 
teſs to believe theſe things, yet ſecretly in 
their hearts they make a ſcorn of conver- 
hon and mortification; yea a preacher may 
ſpeak of theſe things excellently and to ad- 
miration, and yet find not the power of 
them in his own ſoul. © 
E 3 149. It 
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149. It is good and comfortable to co 
pare our condition with that of the men of 
the world; for however they may excell, 
in riches and learning, yet we have cauſt 
to bleſs God, as Chriſt faith in Matthew xi. 
25. 7 thank thee, O Father, Lu of heaven 
and earth, becauſe thou Haft vitl vhgſe things 
from the auiſ and prudent, and baf} revealed 
them unto babes, It is good in afl vurward 
diſcouragements, thus to reuſon with our. 
ſelves: Wilt thou, my ſoul, chunge thy 

ſtate with the men of the world? God hath 
advanced thee to an higher-order: lerthem 5 4 
rejoice in their greatneſs; alas, they ure 
miſerable creatures, notwithſtanding ull hns 
the abundance they enjoy |” 
150. If we deſire the Spirit, we muſt are. 
wait in the way of duty; as the apoſtles 
waited many days before the Comforter 2 
came ; we muſt alſo empty our ſouls of wiſe 
ſelf-love, and the love of the world; and lave 
willingly entertain thoſe croffes that bring Parts 
our ſouls out of love with it. The chi- dam. 
dren of Iſrael in the wilderneſs had not Ew 
the manna, till they had ſpent their onions © %ork 
and garlick; fo this world muſt be out of I You! 
1 requeſt with us, before we ean be truly 
* ſpiritual: through grace, labour to ſee the the it 
H excellency of ſpiritual things, how -defpi- diſcer 
14 cable then muſt all the glory of the world LY 
1 appear! Theſe things, duly conſidered, FF ©: 


will 


_— - 
——— 


— will raiſe our deſires more and more to- 
wards ſpiritual and heavenly objects. 
R 151. The Holy Ghoſt would not come 
cad till Chriſt, by is death, had reconciled his 
— Father, and after that, as an argument of 
n full ſatis faction, had riſen again ; becauſe 
12 the Holy Ghoſt is the beſt gift of God, 
and whatſoever grace or ort was re- 
— ceived before, was by virtue of Ohriſt's 
3 un atonement ; ſo that the miſſion of the Ho- 
ive thy ly Ghoſt to the apoſttes and to us, is the 
od hrath beſt fruit of God's reconciliation. 
chem 152. If particular judgments come up- 
hey ur on man, preſently his con ſcienoe calls back 
zus zn bins long ago committed by him; and this 
ws waking accuſing conſcience fhews, that we 
ve mutt e all finful creatures, and need the blood 
apoſttrs of Jeſus to cleanſe us from all iniquity. 
oftcr 153. Every man by nature though the 
coals of weſt, (till he is made free by Chriſt) is a 
M: and ſlave to Satan, who abuſes his wit and 
at bring parts, and makes him work out his own 
he chil. damnation: this is not the condition of 2 
nad not ew; but the greateſt and wiſeſt in the 
— world, Satan leads to honors and volup- 
| tuouſneſs ; as a ſheep is led by a green 
be truly bough: alas, rhis crafty ſerpent goes with 
o tee the the ſtteam of man's nature, and ſo is not 
1 deſpi- diſcerned 29 
154. As when a man is called before 
a judgment- ſeat, being guilty of many 
=y crumes, 
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crimes, the judge offers him his book; i © 
(benefit of clergy) as meaning to fave him an 
by this method, but he cannot read: now Of 


he is condemned, partly for his former | 

faults ; but eſpecially becauſe he cannot fer 
read, and therefore cannot have the bene- the 
fit of the law : ſo is a wicked man, through dri 


his not believing in Chriſt; becauſe the 
remedy was prepared, but he refuſed it. 
In this ſenſe (as ſome divines ſpeak) no fin the 
but infidelity condemns a man; for if he I : 
could believe and repent, no fin ſhould be Hare 
prejudicial to his ſalvation. We had need t 
therefore to look well to our faith, as un- = 


belief ſeals a man up under fin : until he 
comes to Chriſt, conſcience 1s his jailor ; 
his conſcience, enlightened by the law, Chri 
tells him, he is guilty of ſuch and ſuch 
fins ; and hereupon, as in ſafe cuſtody, © 15 
keeps him to the future and final judg · make 


ment. 4 victio 

155. Though there is a deſtructive de- built 
ceit in ſin, naturally men will deny or di- nothin 
miniſh it, as Adam did; and as Saul, when he w 
Samuel came to convince him, © I have,” Nis ar 
faith he, done the commandment of the Nmin 
Lord ;” when driven from that, then, he hy rep 
&« did but ſpare the cattle for ſacrifice ; . 158. 
but when nothing could ſatisfy ; then, 7 becks 
Pray thee honour me before the people,” e loat 
Things we cannot juſtify, yet we will ex- | ff 


cuſe; 


1 
2 
"6,4 
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cuſe; unleſs God come by his Spirit, we 
ure ready to ſhitt them off, but when the 
Spirit comes and takes away all theſe ſig · 
leaves, then he convinces each of his mi- 
ſerable condition ; not only in general, but 
the Spirit working together with the word, 
drings him to conteſs. T am the man. 
156. The affection of grief follows up- 
on the diſcovery of ſin, by the miniſtry of 
the word; _ when the judgment is con- 
vinced, the affeftions are ſtirred up to 
nate ſin; and where this is not, there is 


no true con viction; chen u man cries for - 


mercy, as for bfe, this is an argument of 
true tance. He that is truly con- 
vinced, will be as glad of pardon, through 
Chriſt, as a malefactor at the place of exs- 
cution. 

157. It is che policy of the devil to 
make us flight the gracious work of con- 
viction; for he knows that whatfoever is 
built upon a falſe foundation will come to 
nothing, and therefore he makes us ſlight 
the work of felf-examination, but flight 
this and flight all; for if careleſs in ex- 
anming thy{clf, thou wilt be partial in 
thy repentance-and obedience. 

158. Natural men labour to quiet all 
necks of conſcience by ſenſuality ; men 
re loath to-know themſelves to be as they | 
ue; they are of the devil's mind, they 
: would 
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would not be tormented before their time; 
ſuch men when they are alone are afraid of W , 
themſelves; as the elephant will not come i; 
near the waters, becauſe he hath an ill 4 
thape ; he would not ſee himſelf : ſo men 
by nature will not come under (the word) 
the light, leſt they ſhould ſee their deſor- 
. -mities ; nature is ſo foul by fin, that when 
a man ſees himſelf, unleſs he be ſoon ſet 
4n a better condition, it will drive hun to 
deſpair. | 
159. We ought to have high concep- 
tions of the grace and lordſhip of Chriſt, 
as lord over all our enemies, the fear of 
death, and the wrath of God, yea what- 
Joever is terrifying ; for he hath freed us 25 f 
from the fear of evil, and given good hope | tua! 
through grace. HD 
160. No ſin is ſo great, but the ſatisfac- holy 
tion of Chriſt and God's mercies are great: ¶ ratet 
er beyond all compariſon. Father's and belli. 
mother's tendereſt affections are but fantY that 
beams, and they lead us upwards to the om 
0 mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus our I the 
161. The greateſt ſpite of a carpal man, all he 
1s, that he cannot go to heaven with his over 2 
full ſwing in all fin, that he cannot enjoy can p 
his iull liberty, and therefore he labours to not wi 
avoid or ſuppreſs all the ordinances or God 
as much as: he can. 
741 55 162. Tbe 
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162. The quinteſſence and ſpirit of the 
things we aſk in prayer, are in God, as 
joy, and peace and contentment. With- 
out theſe, what areall things in the world ? 
and in'the want of outward things, if we 
have God for our portion, we have all 
bleſſings, becauſs the ſpirit of them all, is 
in-him, and in him alone. | 
163. Prayer is a venting of our deſires 
to God, from the ſenſe of our wants; and 
he that is ſenſible of his wants is empty; 


a poor man, by the Spirit, earneſtly pours, 


out ſupplications in Chriſt's name, and 
wreſtles with God in prayer. | 
164. It is not ſo eaſy a matter to pray, 
as men __ think; in regard of the unſpiri- 
tuaineſs of our nature, compared with the 
duty itſelf, in which we draw near to a 
holy God; we cannot endure to be ſepa- 
rated from our luſts ; and there is great re- 
bellion in our hearts againſt every thing 
that, is good; and Satan alſo is our ſpecial 
enemy. When we go to God by prayer, 
the devil knows we go to fetch ſtrength 
againſt him, and therefore he oppoſeth us 


all he can; but though ſome may mumble 
over a few prayers, yet (indeed) no man 
can pray as he ought, or in faith, that is 
not within the covenant of grace, nor with- 
out the Holy Ghoſt. N 


165. A child of God may pray and not 
43 be 
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be heard; becauſe ar that time he may: be 
a child under diſpleaſure: if any fm is not 
repented of, we are nat ſit to pray. Will 
a king regard the patition of a traitor, that 
urpoſeth to go on in his rebellion, or a 
her hear a diſobedient child ? There- 
wre when we cume to God, we ſhould re- 
new our repentance, faith: and purpoſes of 
better pleaſing him; then remember the 
ſbripture, and: ſearch. all the promiſes as 
part of our beſt riehes; and humbly: chal. 
lenge God with his own! promiſes. "This 
will make. us ſtrong and faithful in prayer, 
when we know we ſhall not pray in vain. 
166. When we pray, God oftenuretuſeth 
to give us comfort, becauſe we have diſ- 
pleaſed him; therefore we ſhould look 


back to our life paſt: perhaps God ſees 


thee running in this or that ſin, and before 
he will hear thee, thou muſti renew thy re- 
pentance for thy ſin. Our nature is ſuch, 
that it will knock at ererv door, and ſeek 
every corner before we come to God; as 
the woman in the goſpel, ſue ſold all, be- 
fore ſhe came to Chriſt. So that God will 
not hear, before we forſake all dependance 
upon the creature, and then he gets the 
greateſt glory, and we have the greateſt 
{weetneſs in our ſouls. That water which 
comes from the fountain is the ſweeteſt; 
and ſo divane cantalations 3 
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when we ſee nothing in the creature; and: 
God 3s the beſt diſcerner of the-fitteſt time, 
when to beſtow upon us his own conſola- 
tions. AE 

167, When God means to beſtow great 
bleſſings on his children, he will pour our: 
upon them the ſpirit of prayer; and as all 
pray for evory one, ſo every one prays for 
all; this is a great comfort to weak chri- 
ſtians; when they cannot pray for them 
ſelves, the prayers of others:ſhall prevail. 

168. A fool's eye is in every corner, 
and his affſictions. are, ſeed ſcattered and 
ſoon loſt. The only proper object of the 
ſoul is, That one thing needful, and this 
only will fill all the corners of it. When a 
man hath ſucked out the pleaſure of world- 
ly contentments, they are then only dead 
things; but grace is ever trcſh, and ahvays 
yields freſh and full ſatis faction... 

169, Deſires are the ſpiritual pulſe of 
the ſoul, always beating, and ſhewing the 
temper of it; they, are therefore the cha- 
raters of a chriſtian, and often diſcover: 
more truly what he is, than even his ac- 
tions do. | 

170. In the ark was the manna, which 
was a type of our facraments; and the teſ- 
tament, which was a type of the word 
preached, and the rod of Aaron, à type of 
government; * is ſpiritual man- 
na, 
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na, and the word preached, and the rod 
of Aaron in the government, there is a 
true church, though there be Matty cer. 
ruptions. 

171. The bittereſt things i in religion are 
ſweet ; there is a ſweetneſs even in reproofs ; 
when God meets with our corruptions, and 
declares ſuch and ſuch things to be dange- 
rous; and that if we cheriſh them, they 
will lead us to hell. The word of God is 
ſweet to a chriſtian, that hath his heart 
under its influence; is not pardon ſweet 
to a condemned man, and riches to a 


man, favour to a man in diſgrace, and li- 


berty ſweet to a man in captivity f All that 
comes from God is ſweet to a chriſhan, 
that hath his heart touched with both a 


_ of fin, and of God's mercy in Chrift. 


. It would not give happineſs even 
to re Chriſt, but ſight with intereſt and 
enjoyment. There are but two powers of 
the ſoul, underſtanding and will, when 
both theſe have their perfection, that 1s 
happineſs ; when the underſtanding ſees, 
Theſe 
things united make up our everlaſting hap- 
pineſs; the excellency of heavenly things, 
the fight of them, our intereſt therein, 
(and actual enjoyment.) 

173. We ſee by experience that there | is 


© | po KT of love; He that loves for 
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beauty will deſpiſe, when he ſees more: 
ſo 1t is in the ſoul, reſpecting heavenly and 
earthly things; when the foul ſees more 
excellency, and a ſatisfying fulneſs in hea- 
venly things; then earthly things, like Da- 

ä gon, immediately fall. St Paul ſaith, Phil. 
6 11.8: I count all things as droſs and as dung 
a in compariſon of Chriſt. | | 

7 174. In prayer we tempt God, if we 
S aſk. that which we labour not for; our 
C 
c 
r 


faithful endeavours muſt ſecond our devo- 
tion; for to aſk maintenance, and not put 
our hands to the work, is only to knock 
- MW at the door, and yet pull the door unto us 
it that it might not open. If we pray for 
„ grace, and neglect the ſpring from whence 
q it comes, how can we ſpeed. It was a 
rule in antient times (lay thy hand to the 
n plough and then pray:) No man ſhould 
xd pray without ploughing, nor plough with- 
of out prayer. ; 
en 175 Wiſdom is gotten by experience, 
15 in a variety of conditions; he that is car- 
es, ried on in one condition, hath not wiſdom 
eſe to judge of another ſtate, or how to carry 
ap- himſelf to a chriſtian in another condition; 
$5, becauſe he was never abafed himſelf, he 
m, zs ready to deſpiſe and look above his diſ- 
I uveſſed brother. That we may carry our- 
e is I ſelves as chriſtians, meekly, lovingly and 
for I tenderly to others; God will lead us to 
of F 2 heaven 
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heaven in a variety of paths, and not in 
_ uniform condition, as to any outward 
chings. 

176. There is no condition, but a chri- 
ſtian picks good matter out of it: as a good 


urtiſt ſometimes makes a good piece of work 
A gracious man is 


out of bad materials. 
not dejected over - much with abaſement, 
nor lifted up over- much with abundance; 
but by faith carries himſelf in an uniform 
manner, becoming a chriſtian in all condi- 
tions: whereas thoſe that have not been in 
Chriſt's ſchool, nor trained up in a varie- 
ty of conditions, learn nothing; if they 
abound, they are proud if they be diſtreſ- 
fed, they murmur and deſpair; as if there 
were not a divine providence that ful 

the world. GREEN I WER 


2177. There is through fin, vanity, and 


miſery in every thing under the ſun; but 
when divine grace comes, it removes the 
ourſe, and takes out the ſting of all evil, 
then we ſind good even in che work things, 
and wait for complete ſalv arion. 
178. Chriſtianity requires the greateſt 
diligence: if we look up to God, what a 
multitude of things are required of a chri- 
ſtian, to carry himſelf as he ſhould ; a ſpi- 
rit of faith, of love, of joy, and of de- 
light in God above all: and if we look 
to/men, there are duties for a 3 
5 . his 


] 
his ſug 
quals } 
inferio 
we loo 
ment 
if we 1 
there n 
neſs, t] 
look tc 
require. 
and to 1 
Ghoſt, 
ſciences 
our digi 
coheirs 
diſpenſe 

preparec 
refrain f 
unto, * 
continua 
profitable 

179. 8 
inn? a 
we do al, 
endeavou 
ed when 
ſome me: 
through C 

180. A 
things, bi 


£ns him, 


=, Eo => — PT TR. 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 65 

his ſuperiors, a ſpirit of ſubjection; to e · 
quals he muſt ſhew a ſpirit of love; and to 
inferiors, a ſpirit of pity and liberality: if 
we look to ſatan, we have a command- 
ment to watch, and reſiſt the tempter: 
if we look to the world, it is full of ſnares, 
there muſt be conſtant ſpiritual watehful- 
neſs, that we be not ſurpriſed : and if we 
look to ourſelves, there are many duties 
required, to carry our veſſels in honour, 
and to walk within the rules of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to preſerve the peace of our con- 
ſciences, and always to walk anſwerably to 
our dignity, as being the ſons of God, and 
coheirs with Chriſt. The chriſtian muſt 
diſpenſe with himſelf in no fin, muſt be 
prepared for every good work, and mult 
refrain from no ſervice that God calls him 
unto. The life of a chriſtian therefore 
continually abounds with honourable and 
profitable employment. | 

179. Sincerity is the perfection of chri- 
ſtians. Let not ſatan therefore abuſe us, 
we do all things, when we purpoſe and 
endeavour to do all things ; and are griev- 
ed when we cannot do better; then, in 
ſome meaſure, we do perform all things, 
through Chriſt ſtrengthening us. 

180, A chriſtian is able to do great 
things, but only by Chriſt, who ſtrength- 


ens him. The underſtanding, the affec- 


F 3 tions 
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tivtis atid the will are ours; butthe fant. und 
1 wm the carrying out of theſe powers heav 
A * way, to perform duties and 
pinitually, that is not ours, but it is thou 
Ghrifs and for his ſake alone our beſt God 
duties are acceptable to Gd. Tuch 
181. We have not only the life of grace ſuch 
from Chriſt, at firſt, and receive from time not t] 
to time ſpiritual power, whereby our fa- heart: 
eulties are more and more renewed, fo that 18. 
we are able to do ſomething in our wills; by aff 


but we have the deed itſelf from Chriſt, them 
for by his Spfrit, he gives and then means 
s grace, for the performance of from 


all his commands. tions 
182. God preſerves his own work by ceſſary 
his Spirit: firſt, he graciouſly moves us "IAC 


to ferve him, and then he preſerves us in the cat 
duty, and arms and animates us againſt all ment i 
oppoſition. cauſe v 
. 183. Though Chriſt be an head of in- iin was 
Avence, from which all grace flows into 
every member ; yet he is a ſovereign head, God's u 
and gives it according to his own | 186, 
leaſure, and the exigence of his members. with thi 
Sometimes we need more grace, then it 'Tuſh up 
flows plentifully and ſupplies all our wants. may be: 
Sometimes we need to know our own wweak- terwards 
meſs; then the Lord our ſtrength and our When t! 
guide leaves us to ourſelves, that we ma thoſe th: 
now, that without him we cannot a into all f 
an 
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and know, the neceffity of his guidarice to 
heaven, in the ſenſe of our imperfections, 
and of ſuch corruptions, as before we 
thought were wholty ſubdued. Moſes, by 
God's permiſſion, was tempted to murmur, 
ſuch a merk man; and David to cruelty, 
ſuch a mild man: that thought they had 
not thoſe corruptions ſo prevalent in their 
hearts. 17 | E 
184. God is forced to mortify our fins 
by afflictions, becauſe we will not mortify 
them by the Spirit in the uſe of _ 
means. A gracious God gives us favou 
from his own tendereſt love; but corfec- 
tions are always forced, thon ne- 
ceſſary for our Woh good. N wh 
185. We may for the moſt part read 
the caufe of any fadgment, in the judg- 


ment itſelf: as, if it be ſhame, then the 


cauſe was pride; if it be want, then our 
4m was, that we did not learn how to a- 
bound, as we ſhould, when we poſſeſſed 
God's mercies. | 
186. As we fay of thoſe that make bold 
with their bodies, to uſe them hardly, to 
'*ruſh upon dangers ; in their youth they 
may bear it, but it will be owing them at- 
terwards; they ſhall find it in their bones 
when they are old: ſo a man may fay.of 
'thoſe that make no conſcience of running 
into all fing, theſe will be owing to them 
| another 
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another day : they ſhall hear of their fins 
in time of ſickneſs, or in the huur of death. 
Therefore oh take heed of ſinning upon 
vain hope, that thou ſhalt wear it off, for 
one time or another thy guilt will find thee 
out, will ſtick by thee, and like an arrow 
Pierce thy conſcience. ; 

187. When God viſits with ſickneſs we 
ſhould think (in the uſe of means) our 
work is more in heaven with God, than 
with men, or medicine. When David 
dealt fincerely with God, and confeſſed 
his fins, God forgave them, and healed 
his body too, P/el. ciii. 2. 

188. It were a thouſand times better 
for many perſons to be caſt on a bed of fick- 
neſs, and to be God's priſoners, than ſo 
ſcandalouſly to abuſe the health they have 
continued ſo long. 

189 It is an art wherein we ſhould la- 
bour to be expert, to conlider God's grace 
and love in the midſt of his corrections ; 
that in the midſt of them, we might have 

thankful, and chearful, and fruitful hearts: 
which we ſhall not have, unleſs we. find 
ſome matter of thankfulneſs and praile. 
Conſider therefore, doth God make me 
weak ? he might have ſtruck me with 
death; or if nor, yet he might have awful- 
ly, and long ago, given me up to ſpiritual 
OE death, 
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death, to an hart! heart, and to endleſs 
deſpalr. 

19. In this latter age of the world, 
God doth not uſe the ſame method of diſ- 
penſation as of old: he doth not always 
outwardly viſit for fin ; for his govern- 
ment hath now, ſpecial reference to the 
fouls of men. Therefore we thould take 
the more diligent heed in worldly proſpe- 
rity; for un offended God may give us up 
to ſpiritual blindneſs, and atyful ſecurity; 
which are the greateſt judgments that van 
befall us, and forebode endleſs wrath. _ * 
—— We ſhould judge ourſelves before 
, for thoſe things that the world can- 
not know, for ſpiritual ſins: as the mo- 
0 tions of pride, of worldlineſs, of reven 
e of ſecurity, unthankfulneſs, and ſuch lixe 
unkindneſs towards God ; and in general, 
a- our barrenneſs in all good duties, that we 
de oe to God and men. Such ſins the world 
1 cannot ſee; yet theſe ſhould humble our 
re heurts; for when we do not make con- 
8: ſcience of ſpiritual fins, God may ſoon 
nd give us up to ſome open àbomimations, 
ſe. that ſtuin and publickly difgrace our holy 
ne profeſſion. | « 
th NU 192. Many oppoſe the power of diyitte 
ul- grace, and reſt in common, civil, and mere 
outward, performances. But if we Will 
not duly regard the manner, God regards 
nat 
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not the matter of the ſervice we do; there- 


fore often he puniſhes profeſſors for their 
ill performance of good duties; as we ſee 


— 


193. Our whole life, under the goſpel, 
ſhould be nothing but thankfulneſs, and 
fruitfulneſs. But oh l take heed of turn- 
ing the grace of God into wantonneſs. 
The honor, grace and authority of the 
goſpel, all require, tat ave ſhould deny all 
ungodlineſ;, and worldly luſt, and live rigbte- 
ouſly and ſaberly and godly in this preſent 
world, Fc. When tempted to act other- 
wiſe, inſtantly we ſhould think: Oh this 
is not the life of a chriſtian; under the 


_golpel! the goſpel requires a more fruit- 


Chriſt, &c. F = 10 
194. If any man be ſo uncivil, when a 
friend ſhews him a ſpot on his garment, 
that he grows angry; do we not judge 


tul,- a more zealous carriage, more love to 


bim an unreaſonable man? ſo when told, 
this will kinder your comfort another 


day; if men were not ſpiritually ſtupid 
and proud, would they ſwell and be an- 
gry-with ſuch a friend ? let us thankfully 
take the benefit of the judgment of other 
men. This was David's * when 


told of his danger from preſent tempta- 
tion, as he was marching to ſlay Nabal 
and his houſhold. So we ſhould bleſs Oo 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 71 
and bleſs our friends, that labour by their 
good counſel and advice, to hinder us from 
every ſinful courſe. f | 

195. Thoſe that gird up the loins of 
their minds, and. are guided in all their 
ways by God's word, are the only ſound 
chriſhans ; and they are the only comfort- 
able chriſtians, that can, through grace, 
think of all conditions with comfort, al- 
ways looking unto Jeſus 

196. It is an ill time to get, when we 
ſhouid. uſe grace; therefore that we may 
have leſs to do, when it is enough to ſtrug- 
gle with ſickneſs, nay, at laſt have nothing 
elſe to do, but to die, and comfortabl 
yield up our ſouls to God. Oh! — 
grace let us be daily exact in our accounts; 
every day exerciſe repentance and faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

197. God takes a ſife courfe with his 
children, that they may not be condemn- 
ed with the world: he permits the world 
to condemn them, that they may not love 
the world; the world hates them, that they 
may not love the world ; that they may be 
crucified to it, the world muſt be crucified 
to them. Therefore they meet with ſuch 


croſles, and abuſes, and wrongsin the world. 


Becauſe he will not ſuffer them to periſh 
with the world : he ſends them many af- 
ſlictions in and by, the world, 

* 198. If 
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198. If God did not exexciſe. us with 
ſeaſonable corrections: we. ſhould, often 
ſhame religion, and greatly diſhonor Chriſt. 
God. in preventing mercy chaſtens us often 
with fatherly correction. 

199. In the troubles of our chriſtian life 
we are carried naturally. to ſecond cauſes; 
whereas they are all but as rods in God's 
hand: look therefore to the hand that 
ſſmites, look to God in all; he chaſtiſeth 
us. Say as David in the matter of Shimei; 
and as Job ſaith, It is the Lord that, gave, 
and the Lard hath taken away. 3 
2co. We have often occaſion to bleſs 
God more for croſſes than tar our com- 
forts; there is a bleſſing hidden in the 
worſt things to God's children; as there 
is a croſs in the beſt, to the wicked: to 
the ſaints there is a bleſſing in death, in 
ſickneſs, .in-the hatred of enemies, a bleſ- 
ſing in all our iorrows. In our afffictions 
we ſhould: not only juſtify God, but glori- 
fy. him for bis mercies; becauſe rather 
than we ſhould, be condemned with the 
world; be will graciouſly take this courſe, 
that we might be partakers of his holineſs, 
and ſo become mote and more meet for 
glory. tvdaly 
201, Though our ſalvation, be ſure, yet 
the knowledge of this, doth not make us 
ſecure ; though God will not baniſh 80 
: | 4 | WI 
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with ſinners, yet for our fins he will ſharp< 
ty correct us here. By a careful ſober lite, 
we might obtain, from his mercy in Chriſt, 
many bleſſings, and find our pilgrimage 
much more comfortable : therefore it ar- 
gues neither grace nor wit, that becauſe 
God will fave me, I will take any ſinful 
liberties ; no, though God will ſave thee, 
yet thou ſhalt endure ſuch ſharp anguiſh, 
that ſin ſhalt become far more bitter, than 
the ſweeteſt fruit of it was ever pleaſant. 
202. Gracious perſons in times of peace 
often undervalue themſelves, and the graces 
Tr) of God in them; thinking that they. wane 


n- faith, patience and love; who yet, when 
he God calleth them out to ſuffer croſſes, e- 
Te minently by his grace ſhine forth in the 
to eyes of others, in the example of a meek 
in. and quiet ſubjection to the will of God. 

ef- 203. God often maketh wicked men 
_ friends to his children, without changing 


ri- their diſpoſition, by only putting into their 
ner hearts ſome kind thoughts for the time; 
the which incline them to ſhew favour; Ne- 
ſe, © hemiah ii. 8; God put it into the king's 
els, heart to favour his people: ſo, Gen.xxx11. 
for 4. Eſau was not changed, only God for the 
time, turned his affections to tavour Jacob: 
yet % God ſtirs up the hearts of many, who 
us till remain notoriouſly wicked, ſignally ta 
us arour the beſt, the bolieſt perſons. | 
ith G 204. Uſus 
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204. Uſually in what meaſure, in time 
of peace and liberty, we do inordinately 
let looſe our aflections; in that ſame mea- 
fure are we ſoon caſt down, or the more 
deeply diſtreſſed: when our adulterous 
hearts cleave to things earthly or ſinful, 
the croſs becomes more heavy, and our 
pain more ſharp and extreme. 
: 205. In ſpiritual conflicts a man is never 
overcome till his conſcience be crackt ; i- 
conſcience be good, and his cauſe right, 
he doth conquer, and ſhall be made more 
than a conqueror, in Chriſt's ſtrength. 
206. Partial and temporary obedience, 
25 not obedience ; in eaſy things, that do 
not oppoſe our luſts, which-are not againit 


eur reputation, ſome will do more tor a 


time than they need; but our obedience 


muſt be impartial, univerſal and conſtant, 


becauſe God commands it to be ſo. 

' 207. From every evil work to which we 
are tempted, we always need delivering 
grace; as to every good work, God's athit- 
ing grace: (by grace we are ſaved, and 
it is the gift ot God.) 

208. That chriſtian who is conſcious 
of good intentions to abſtain from all evil, 
may preſume that God will afliſt him, a- 


gainſt temptations for the time to come, 


and render him victorious. | 
eg. We ſhould watch daily, continue 
7 5 inſtant 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 75 
inſtant in prayer; ſtrengthen our ſupplica- 
tions with arguments from God's word, 
and promiſes ;- and mark how our prayers, 


ſpeed. When we ſhoot an arrow, we look 
to its fall; when we fend a ſhip to ſea, we 
look for its return; and when we fow, ws 
look for an harveſt. When we have ſowed 
our prayers, through Chriſt, in God's bo- 
ſom, ſhall we not wait for an harveſt, not. 
look for an anſwer to our 'cries, not ob- 
ſerve how we ſpeed ? It is atheiſm to pray, 
and not to wait in hope. A ſincere chri- 
tan wall pray, wait, ſtrengthen his heart 
with the promiſes, and never leave pray- 
ing and looking up, till God gives him a 
gracious anſwer, - 7 
210. A circumſpect chriſtian, whatſoe- 
ver he doth, will do it in fear; he calls 
God, Father, with filial fear; and eats and 
drinks with a cautious fear. St. Jude ſpeaks 
of them that eat without fear : but the true 
ſervant of God hath an holy fear accom- 
panying him in all his actions, in his 
words, and even in his recreations, in his 
meat and drink, ard throughout his life. 
He that hath -not this fear, how bold in 
wicked courſes, and looſe in all his con- 
duct? But mark a true chriſtian,' and you 
ſhall always ſee in him, ſome happy ex- 

preſſions of holy fear. 
211. The relation of a ſervant is of great 
(3 2 con 
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conſequence, to put us in mind of our own 
duty. If we will be God's ſervants, we 
mult make ſuch a profeſſion good, by our 
obedience ; we mult refolve, thro' grace, 
to come wholly under his government, 
obey all his commands, or elſe he will ſay 
to us, as to them in Judges x. 14. Go 10 
the gods whom you have ſerved. Empty re- 
Htions are nothing ; if we profeſs to be 
God's ſervants, and do not honour him by 
obedience, we take but an empty title. 
Oh let us ſeek for grace to make our pro- 
feſſed relation good, at leaſt in our affec- 
tions and endeavours, that we may ſay, 
even to our God, I Aire to fear thy name: 
yea with my ſpirit avithin me will I ſeek thee 
early, Ia. xxvi. 8, 9. | 

212. In reading be ſcriptures, compare 
experience with divine declarations. As 
Neh. i. 8, 9. 1/ you fin you ſhall be ſcattered, 
and if you return again I will be merciful. 
We ſhould often and particularly practiſe 
this in the courſe of-our lives ; to fee how 
God hath made good his threatenings in 
our corrections, and his promiſes in our 
comforts. + 

213. Thoſe that have had ſweet com- 
munion with God, but loſt it, count every 
day a thouſand, till they have recovered 
it again. When Chriſt leaves his ſpoule, 
ne torlakes her not altogether, but 2 
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ſomething in the heart that makes her lohg 


vn for his return. He abſents himſelt, only 
ve that he may enlarge and raiſe the deſires 
ur of the ſoul; and when the ſoul hath found 
e, him again, it will not let him go. He 
at, comes, and he leaves us, for our good 
ay we ſhould judge rightly of our ſtate, and 
to not think we are forſaken of God, when 
e- we are under deſertien. 
be 214. If men can find no comfort, and 
by yet ſet themſelves to teach and encourage 
le. weaker chriſtians; by way of reflection, 
ro- they receive frequently great comfort 
c- themſelves. So doth God reward this 
. duty of mutual diſcourſe; that thoſe things 
Je : we did not ſo fully underſtand before, by 
bee diſcourſe we come to know and reliſh far 
better. This ſhould teach us to love, 
are and often engage in holy conference; for 
As beſides the good we do to others, we ſhall 
ed, be profited ourſelves. a 
ul, 215. We may uſe God's creatures, with- 
iſe out ſcruple or ſuperſtition, but yet mult 
OW not uſe them as we liſt. There is a dif- 
in terence between our right, and the uſe of 
ur that right; the magiſtrate may reſtrain 
the uſe of our right, and ſo may our weak 
m- brother, in caſe of ſeandal: ſo that, tho” 
ery all things be ours, yet in the uſe ot them 
red we muſt be ſober, not eating or drinking 
e, immoderately, nor uſing any thing unc a- 
ves G 3 xitably, 
ne- f 
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ritably, whereby others may take offence : 
for though we bave a right to God's boun- 
ty, yet our right, and the exerciſe of it, 
always muſt be ſanctiſied, by the word of 
God and prayer. | 

216. Many lament, Oh that J had af- 
ſurance of my falvation ! Oh that I were 
a child of God ! Why (man) in faith be 
zealous in obedience.” But ] cannot, the 
Spirit muſt enable me. Yet come to holy 
exerciſes, God often gives the Spirit; 
therefore attend upon the means, till you 
find ſtrength to obey. Wait upon God's 
ordinances till he ſhall enliven thy ſoul, 
All you that love your ſouls, attend upon 
the means of grace, and with ſpecial care 
always to ſanctify the Lord's day: John 
was in the Spirit os the Lord's day, Kev. 
1, 10, f | 

217. God takes nothing from his chil. 
dren, but inſtead thereof he gives them 
what is better. Happy is ſelf denial that 
is more than balanced by joy in God. 
Happy 1s poverty that abounds with grace 
and comfort. Let us not fear what God 
ſhall call us to bear or ſuffer. It is hard, 
nay impoſlible to perſuade fleſh and blood 
to baniſh fear ; but they ſtill hope in God 
that find theſe things by experience. Chri- 
flians do find, even with their croſſes, par- 


ticular comtorts, flowing from the preſence 
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of Chriſt's Spirit. St, Paul would not have 
eſcaped the greateſt ſufferings, to have 
miſled ſuch abounding conſolations 
218. Chriſt chiefly manifeſts himſelf in 
times of affliction, becauſe then the ſoul 
unites itſelf moſt cloſely by faith to Chriſt, 
The ſoul, in time of proſperity, ſcatters 
its affections, and loſeth itſelf in the erea- 
tute ; but there is an uniting power in 
ſanctified afflictions, by which a believer, 
(as in rain a hen collects her brood) ga- 
thers his beſt affections unto his Father and 
his God. | 
219. Chriſt took our nature, ſuffered 
hunger, and was ſubject to all ſinleſs in- 
firmities; when we are put to difficulties 
in our calling, to trouble for a good con- 
ſcience, or to any hardſhip, we muſt la- 
bour for contentment ; becauſe we are not 
caſily made conformable unto Chriſt : we 
muſt ſuffer, then reign with bim, Rom. 
viil. 18. a * | 
220. There is not any thing, or any 
condition that befalls a chriſtian, but there 
is a general rule in the ſcripture for it: 
and this rule is quickened by example, tor 
our direction and encouragement. God 
not only writes his law in naked command- 
ments, but enlivens them with the prac- 
tice of ſome one or other of his ſervants. 
Who can read David's Pſalms, but _ 
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mall read himſelf in them? He cannot 


be'in any trouble, but David was in the 
fame, &c. — 

221. As children in the womb have eyes 
and ears, not for that place, but for civil 
life, wherein they ſhall uſe all their mem- 
bers: even fo our lite here is not for this 
world only, but for another ; we have 
large capacities, memories, affections and 
expectations; God doth not give us ſuch 
powers for this world only, but for heaven. 

222. In a chriſtian that hath ſtudied 
mortification, you ſhall even ſee the life of 
Jeſus, in his ſickneſs, in a great deal of 
patience and heavenly-mindedneſs. When 
his condition is much above his own power, 
faith in Chriſt derives ſtrength, tar above 


his condition. 


223. As men cheriſn young plants at 
firſt, and fence them with hedges ; but 
when grown, they remove them, and leave 
the trees to the wind and ſtorms; ſo God 
ſaſtains his children at firſt with inward 
comforts ; but atterwards they are expoſed 
to ſtorms and winds, becauſe better able 
to bear them. Let no man think himſelt 
the better, becauſe he is more free from 
trouble than others; God ſees him not fit 
to bear greater. | | . 

224. When we rcad the ſcripture, faith 
Mould take ſomething for ourſelves ; as 
7 . when 
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when we read any promiſe, this is mine; 
and find any privilege, this is mine, it 
was written for me ; as the apoſtle ſaith, 
I hetſeever avas quritten oforetime, vas 
written for our learning, &c. Rom. xv. 4 

225. As the Spirit is neceſfary-to work 
faith at firſt, ſo to every act of taith ; for 
taith cannot act upon occaſion, but by the 
Spirit; and therefore we ſhould not at- 
tempt . do, or to ſuffer any thing my 
but beg the Spirit of God, and hope for 
his aſſiſtance; becauſe, according to the 
increaſe of trouble, muſt our faith grow. 
The life of a chriſtian commences by the. 
Spirit's working faith at firſt, but is pro- 
moted upon all occaſions by his animating 
our graces already received. Faith ſtirs 
up all others, and holds every grace to the 
word; and fo long as faith continues ac- 
uve, all other graces are lively too 

226. There is no true chriſtian, but 
hath a-public ſpirit, to ſeek the good of 
others; becauſe as ſoon as he is a chriſti- 
an he labours for ſelt-denial. He knows 
he muſt give up himſelf, and all to God, 
ſo that his ſpirit is enlarged in an inereaſ- 
ing meaſure towards God, and the church. 

The greater portion a man hath of the 

Spirit of Chriſt, the more he glorifies 

God, and promotes the good of all many 


Lind. 
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227. If we would have hearts always 
diſpoſed to praiſe the Lord, we muſt fee 
every thing as received from God, to be 
of grace, and abundance of grace; what- 
Toever we have more than nature yields, 
is abundant grace; from Jeſus, we have 
all as chriſtians, though we may be pcer 
and diſtreſſed, in our paſſage to heaven. 


228. There are three main parts of ſal- 


vation; firſt, a true knowledge of our mi- 
ſery ; and ſecondly, knowledge of our de- 
liverance; and then a life conformable to 
the word: Theſe the Holy Ghoſt can 
only work, he only convinceth of ſin, and 
where he truly convinceth of. fin, there 
alfo of righteouſneſs, and then of judg- 
ment, and leads us by faith and holineſs to 
heaven. | 3176 | 

229. That we may be convinced of fin, 
the Spirit gives a clear and commanding 
demonſtration of our condition by nature, 
and anfivers all cavils. When we ſee the 
ſan ſhine, we know it is day; ſo the Spirit 
not only convinceth us in general, that 
we are all ſinners; but in particular, and 
with power, Thou art the Man. This con- 


viction is alſo univerſal, of ſins of nature, 


of ſins of lite ; ſins of the underſtanding, 
of the will, and of the affections; of the 
miſery of ſin, of the danger of fin, of 
the folly and madneſs of fin ; of fins a- 
£74 8 gainſt 


5 


. 


? 
* 
4 l : 5 __ 
> 0 4 n 2 
1 4 NT TS. = ” © 9 4 ad IS 
AO 9 5" . 1 2 
—Y FF 2 LET 


* 


gain 
Prou 
cuſes 
BY n 
there 
with 
confe 
230 
know 
ſcienc 
is we: 
onl 
1 
eſpeci 
Again 
man's 
ter ma 
from ( 
by the 
himſel 
to have 
he may 


| throug 


231. 
word, 
ouſneſs 
the eye 
have a 
things. 
tural ſig 


as to ch: 


7 I e ad 
. * 
6 o YI 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 83 
gainſt ſo many motives, ſo many favours. 
Proud nature intrenches itſelf with ex- 
cules, ready tranſlations to others, and ma- 
ny mitigations of guilt. It is neceſſary 
therefore, that the Holy Ghoſt ſnould join 
with men's conſciences to make every one 
confeſs, I am the man. 

; 230. Conviction from the Spirit may be 
known from common conviction of con- 
ſcience, by this, that what is only natural. 
is weak, like a little ſpark, and points out 
only oroſs ſins, and chiefly thoſe againſt 
the ſecond table, and not againſt the firit, 
eſpecially not our fins againſt the goſpel. 
Again, common conviction is againit a 
man $s will, and it makes him not the bet- 
ter man ; though tortured by it, he runs 
from Chriſt; but a man that is convinced 
by the Spirit, joins with the Spirit againſt 
himſelf, accuſeth himſelf, and is willing 
to have even his heart-evils laid open, that 
he may ſeek and find the riches of mercy 


through Chriſt, 


231. It is not enough to know by che 
word, that there is firength and righte- 
ouſneſs in Chriſt ;, but the Spirit muſt open 
the eyes of the ſoul, elſe we ſhall only 
have a natural know ledge of ſupernatuxal 
things. It is neceſſary to have a ſuperhag 
tural fight, ſo to fee ſupernatural things, 
as to Change the ſoul ; therefore the Spirit 

| only 


84 DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 


only can work faith to ſee, Chriſt is mine. 


Further, only the Spirit can lead the con- 
ſcience to reſt, becauſe he is greater than 


conſcience, and can anſwer all the cavils ' 


of fleſh and blood; unleſs the Holy Ghoſt 
doth effectually apply what Chriſt hath 
done, the conſcience will not be ſatisfied. - 

232. The beſt chriſtians would be. in 
darkneſs, and call their ſtate in queſtion, 
if the Holy Ghoſt did not convince them, 
and anſwer all cavils for them ; we muſt 
not only be convinced at firſt by the Spirit, 
but throughout our chriſtian courſe. This 
fhould make us come to God's ordinances 
with theſe holy aſpirations; ** Lord vouch- 
fafe the ſpirit of revelation, take the ſcales 
from mine eyes, that as theſe are thy 


truths, ſo they may be profitable to me; 
do thou graciouſly inchne my foul, that 


in faith I may caſt myſelf more entirely 


upon thine infinite mercy in Chriſt Je- 


ſus | 
233. Spiritual conviction 15 not total in 
this life, but always leaves in the heart 
fome dregs of doubting; though the ſoul 


be ſafe. As a ſhip that rides at anchor is 


toſſed, though the anchor holds it; ſo the 
ſoul, that is ſomewhat convinced of its 
ſtate; may be toſſed with many 
and fears, but the anchor is in 


heaven; 
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DIVINE MEDITATIONS, 8g 
heaven, and ſecures its everlaſting ſalva- 
tion. a | 

234 The Spirit of God doth fo far con- 
vince every chitſhan of the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, as to preſerve in him ſuch power 
of grace as to caſt himſelf upon the mercy 
of God. God will ſend his Spirit into the 
heart, and it ſhall not defpair ; he will ſend 
ſuch beams of light and grace into the 
ſoul, as all the powers of hell ſhall never 
exclude. | 

235. When we neglect prayer, and en- 
gage in other duties in our own ſtrength ; 
if we belong to God we ſhall be ſure to 
miſcarry, though another man perhaps 
may ſeem to proſper Oh!] let us all be 
continually dependent upon God for his 
direction, affiſtance and bleſſing in whatſo- 
ever we engage. 

236. As ſome women, becauſe they will 
not endure the pain of child- birth, kilt 
their children in the womb; fo many, 
who will not be troubled with holy duties, 
ſtifle holy motions : Oh take herd of re- 
jecting the motions of the Holy Spirit! 
entertain chem with thankfulneſs ; that 
when devout affections are kindled, they 
may turn to reſolutions, and reſolutions 
proceed to all holy obedience. — 914 


237. It is commonly found that we can 


not converſe with company, that are not 
H ſpiri- 
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ſpiritual, bur, if they vex us not, they wilt 


taint us, unleſs we be put upon them in 
our callings. Oh! make ſpecial choice 
of your company, and walk in continual 
watchfulneſs. | 
238. It is rebellion againſt God to com- 

mit ſelf- murder; the very heathens could 
fay, ** We muſt not leave our Kation till 
we be called.” It is the voice of Satan, 
Caft thy/elf down. But what ſaith Paul to 
the Jailor, Do thyſelf ma harm, for we are 
all- here. We ſhould ſo carry ourſelves, 
that we; may be content to ſtay here, till 
God hath done his work in us and by us; 
and then he will graciouſly call us hence 
in the very beſt time. 

239. He is a valiant man that can com- 
mand himſelf, in the way of duty, to ſut- 
fer aflliction. He that cannot endure ſome 
diſgrace in the world, ſhews great weak- 
neſs. Chriſt hath ſet us an example, for 
he could have come down from the crols ; 
but he ſhewed his power moſt, by endur- 
ing reproaches and torments, Even unto 
death. | 

240. The reaſon why many chriſtians 

ſtagger, and are ſo full of doudts, is, be- 
cauſe they are idle, and labour not dili- 
Oh! let us cur- 
nellly ſtrive after increaling knowledge and 
mor 
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mortification, for hereby, through grace, 
we ſhall riſe to aſſurance. | 

24t. Whatſoever is good in a natural 
man is depraved by a ſelf- end; felf-love 
rules all his actions, he keeps within him- 
ſelf, makes his chief end himſelf, is « 
god to himſelf, and God is but his idol; 
This is true of all natural men in the 
world, they make themſelves their great 
end; and when the end is depraved, the 
whole courſe muſt be wrong. 

142. The ſenſe of aſſured hope cannot 
be maintained without great diligence and 
watchtulneſs, 2 Pet. i. 10. Give. all dilis 
genes to make your calling and election ſure 3 
intimating that'certainty will not be gains 
ed nor preſerved without it. It is only 
the diligent and watchful chriſtian that 
hath this afſurance. The Holy Ghoſt will 
ſuffer us to be in a miſt, and continue un- 
der a cloud, if we ſtir not up the graces 
of the Spirit ; it is grace in exerciſe, that 
is an earneſt, and ſo faith and hope in ex- 
erciſe are carneſts of glory. If grace fleeps, 
you may have it, and not know it: Oh 
then labour, by the Spirit, to keep your 
graces always in lively exerciſe. 

243. Thoſe that have aſm̃rance of their 
ſalvation, have oftentimes troubleſome di. 
ſtractions, becauſe they do not always ſtand 
u their guard: ſometimes are litted up 
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to heaven, and ſometimes caſt down even 
to hell ; yet always at the worſt, ſomething 
in the ſoul, ſuggeſts that it is not utterly 
caſt off, by a mercitul Redeemer. ; 
244. He to whom this pilgrimage 1s 
pleaſapt, loves not heaven as he ſhould ; 
the pleaſures of this life are ſo ſuitable to 
nature, that we ſhould fit down by them, 
if God did not follow us with ſeveral 


croſſes: Oh! let us readily ſubmit to 


every croſs; becauſe it is out of ſpecial 
love that we are exerciſed, leſt we ſhould 
ſurfeit upon earthly things. 
245. In melancholy diſtempers, eſpeci- 
ally when there is guilt on the ſoul, we 


can find no comfort in wife, children, 


4riends, cſtate, &c. It 1s a pitiful ſtate, 
zvhen body, ſoul, and conſcience, all are 


diſtempered; but even now let a chriſtian 


look to God's nature and promiſes ; though 
he cannot live by fight, yet let him live 
much by faith. <. 
246. Though God may perſonate an e- 
nemy, xet faith ſees a father's love, and 
apprehends ſome beams of comfort. Tho 
there be no ſenſe and feeling; yet the Spi- 
rit quickens faith, whereby the ſoul is able 
io cleave to God, and alledge his word and 
nature, even under his rod. 

247. The reaſon why the world ſeeth not 
che happy condition of God's ven 
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becauſe their bodies are ſubject to the ſame 
infirmties with the worſt of men; and they 
axe ſubject to fall into groſs ſins: therefore 
worldly. men think, are theſe men happier 
than we ? they fee their croſſes, but not 
their crowns ; they ſee their infirmities, 
but not their graces; they ſee their mis 
ſeries, but not their inward joy in the Ho- 
ly Gboſt. CONE ED * N 
248. To walk by faith is to be aftive ; 
not. to do as we. liſt, it is an acting by 4 
divine rule. Since the fall, we have loſt 
our hold of God; and we muſt be brought 
again to God, by the ſame Way we fell 
trom him; we fell by inſidelity, but muſt 
be brought back by faith, and live upon 
grounds as faith affords: we muſt 
walk by faith, looking upon God's pro- 
miſe, and his commandments; and not 
live by opinion, example, nor carnal rea- 
lon. 5 | 
249. In our callings, when we think 
we ſhall do no good, but all things ſeem 
coptrary ; yet faith ſays, God hath ſet me 
here, I will caſt in my net at thy com- 
mandment; let us look to God's word, fee 
waat he commands, and then by faith caſt 
ourſelves upon him, and leave the ſucceſs 
to God's wiſdom, power and grace. 
250. A chriſtian. hath fents and experi- 
ence of God's love, together with his faith: 
f I Late H 3 * , 0 1 
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it is not a naked faith, or without any re- 
liſh ; and that ſenſe and experience we have 
is given to ſtrengthen faith for time to 
come : therefore when we have any ſweet 
feelings, we muſt not reſt in them, inſtead 
of Chriſt and heaven ; but always remem- 
her, that divine conſolations are given, to 
1 us in our way, and to raiſe our 
95 of fulneſs of joy to the heavenly 
worde. 

25 1. There is a double act of faith: 
firſt, the dire, whereby I caſt myſelf up- 
on Chriſt ; and there is a reflex act, where 
by I know that I am in a ſtate of grace, 


by the fruits of the Spirit; by the firſt ac 


we are ſaved. Feelings (ſenſible comfort 
and joy) are often divided from the firſt 
act; for God may enable a man to caſt 
himſelf entirely upon Chriſt, and yet for 
ſome gracious ends he ſhall not immediate- 
Jy know it, becauſe God will further hum- 
He him : God gives the reflex act (which 
Js aſſured hope) as a reward of exact walk- 
ing with him; but we muſt look to the 
clothing act of faith, as that which faves us. 
We ought to live by this direct act of faith, 
tall we get to heaven; but add to this, that 
no man walks by lively faith, that wants 


| ſpinitual comfort. 


252. God often defers to help his chil- 
he 


he will have them live by faith, and not 
by fight: as good Jehoſaphat, e know not 


what to do, but our eyes are towards thee : 
2 Chron. xx. 12. St. Paul received the 


fentence of death in himſelf, that he might 


truſt in God, 2 Cr. i. g. This is the cauſe 
of divine deſertions. God leaves his chil- 
dren, and may ſeem to be their enemy, 
becauſe he will have us live by faith ; and 
when we live ſo, we glorify him, and he 
gractoufly rewards us, with ſpecial tokens 
of his love. | | 

253. How ſoever things are in our fight, 
we ſhould give God the honour to truſt his 
promiſes. Though his dealings towards 
vs ſeem to be, as to reprobates, yet be- 
here his word, and humbly and earneſtly 
plead, Lord remember thy promi ſe to thy fer- 
cant, wherein thou haſt cauſed me to truſt, 
PI. cxix. 49. Ceaſe not to wreſtle with 
God, tor by his Spiric in prayer, he doth 
often convey ſecret and ſuitable ſtrength 
to his children, that they may be able 
to prevail with him, and gain all promiſed 

$. 

254. The reafon, why many chriſtians 
at the hour of death, are full of doubts 
and fears, is this, becauſe in their life 
time, alas! too carnal, they have not been 
_ exerciſed, in living by faith in the 
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255. Confidence. doth certainly ariſe 
from faith, when troubles make 1t ſtronger. 
It is a true evidence of grace, when con- 
fidence increaſeth with oppoſition ; great 
troubles exciting greater confidence in 


Chriſt. Again, it 1s a fign a man's confi» 


dence is well grounded, -when he can car- 
ry himſelf. equal in all conditions ; having 
learned both how to want and how to a- 
When a man hath an even gra- 
cious ſpirit, to be content in all condi- 
tions, it argues a well grounded confidence 
towards God. | . 

256. None can be truly confident of the 
divine favour, and a title to heaven, but 
only God's children. Other mens con- 
fidence is like a mad man's ſtrength, who 
may have that of two or three for a time, 
but it is falſe ſtrength. When they are 
lifted up upon the wings of ambition and 
favour of men, they boaſt ; but theſe men 
in the time of trial ſoon ſink ; The hope of 
the hypocrite ſhall periſh, Job viii. 13. | 

257. Wicked men are at death forced 
out of the world like male factors, unwilling 


to leave their priſon ; but God's children 


deſire when they die, to depart in obe- 
dience to his call, Lord now lit thy ſervant 
depart in peace according to thy ward, Luke 
#1. 29. To be in the body is good, be: 
Eauſe we live by faith; but it is better 55 
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he with the Lord, becauſe then we ſhall 
lire by fight, and in perfect bliſs. 

258. An ambitious man undermines all 
others; if an enemy ſtands to reſiſt him, 
de will make his way even through blood. 
He will alſo tread upon his friends to get 
to honour : a ſoul that is graciouſly am- 
bitious, conſiders what ſtands in his way, 
and hates father and mother, nay his own 
lite; pulls out the right eye; even cuts 
off his right hand, and offers violence to 
every thing that ſtands betwixt him and 
his God. 

259. We ſhould ſtudy the ſcriptures, to 
fnd what is acceptable to God. What 
doth moſt pleaſe God ? It is holineſs : and 
grace and mercy are alſo his delight ; 
therefore we ſhould ſtudy to be holy, and 
gracious, and merciful. This is the will 
of Ged, ſaith the apoſtle, 1 Theſſ. iv. 3. 
ever your ſanctification, that is to be holy as 
God is holy. Thoſe that will be acceptable 
to God, muſt be good in private, in their 
cloſets ; becauſe ſincerity ſuppoſeth that 
God ſees all; and humbled for the rifings 
of ſin, becauſe even theſe are ſeen by Chriſt, 
with grief and hatred. 

261. Let no man be diſcouraged 
doing every good action, for fo far as as 
3 tion is . it ſhall certainly be reward- 
ed. The ſeribes and phariſees ſought and 
| received 


from 


v3 
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received honour from men for their re- 
ward. The Romans were juſt in their ei- 
vil government; and God ſo bleſſed them, 
that their common- wealth flouriſhed for 
many hundred years Let people be what 
they will if only civil) they ſhall have a 
reward ſuitable to that good they do. As 
for heaven and happineſs with Chriſt in 
another world, they care not, yet every 
man ſhall have his penny, Matt. xx. 13. 
262, It is the great art of faith, to ap- 
prehend Chriſt, ſuitably to our preſent 
condition ; when fallen into fin, think of 
the terrors of the law ; but when penitent 
fook to him as a Saviour, inviting all to 
come unto him; and ſo neither ſhall Chriſt 
be diſhonoured, nor our ſouls be injured. 
263. It is much to be defired, there 
were that love in ſome men, to teach what 
they know; and that, humility in others, 
to be inſtructed in what they know not. 
God humbles ſometimes great perſons, to 
learn of others that are mean; and it is 
our duty, and will be our comfort, to em- 
brace the truth, whoſoever brings it: and 
often mean perſons are the inſtruments ot 
knowledge and comfort, to many that have 
greater endowment than themſelves ; 28 
Aquila and Priſcilla inſtructed Apollos, As 
XVI. 20. . | 
264. If Chriſt ſeeks us before we ſought 
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him, will he refuſe us, when we ſeek after 
him? Let no man therefore defpair, or 
even be diſcouraged ; if there be in thee 
the height, and depth, and length, ant 
breadth of fin ; there is much more height, 
and depth, and length, and breadth of 
mercy in God. Though you have played 
the harlot with many lovers, yet return 
again. Jer. iii. 1. For his thoughts are not 
as ours ; and his mercies are the mercies of a 
Gad reconciling the wworld unta himſelf. 

265. When under a cloud of temptati- 
ons, take heed of oppoſing your comtorts ; 
it wrongs Chriſt's intentions; be would 
not have us at any time uncomfortable : 
and beſides, whilſt we are in ſuch a frame, 
we are unſit to glority God. Fear binds 
the ſoul, or brings it into a palſy temper ; 
we are not fit to Þ any thing as we ought, 
without ſome love, and ſome joy. Though 
at prelent under a cloud, yet the ſun is al- 
ways the {ame ; we may for a time, want 
the light of God's gracious countenance, 
but never the ſweet influences of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, | 

206. Moſt men (if they could) would 
always live here, but whoſoever is a par- 
taker of the benefits of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, his mind doth preſently alcend where 


Jeſus reigns. We are always enlarging 


our 
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it res, in this ſtate of imperfection, 
ut faith ſets a fulneſs of joy. 

hake a 2 like 
n. and look low; 


Porgets what. as Ve Ind, and aſpi 
Wo We higher and higher, . to 
his plc before the throws ad; but, 
as at Chriſt's rißog there was an carth- 
2 ſo ech as are riſen with him, now 

nd great -commotions and conflicts be- 
tween the fleſh and the Spirit. 

268. Chriſt takes ſpecial care of all his 

diſciples, even when by reaſon of guilt 
they have moſt cauſe to be diſconſolatc. 
When the heart is upright towards God ; 
it is not to be expreſſed, What indulgence 
he ſhews to ſuch fingers : though 
Peter had denied him, yet in Mark xvi. 7. 
Go tell my diſciples, and tell Peter: Chriſt 
took great care particularly to aſſure him 
of his love, though he had molt ſhametully 
denied him. 

269. God bears not in vain the name 
of a Father, he fills it up to the full. It 
is a name of indulgence, of hope, of pro- 
viſion, a name of protection. It argues 


the mitigation of puniſhment ; a little is 


enough for a Father. Jn all temptations, 


oh let us, by prayer, fly to the arms of 


our h 
all th 
Provi 
ſeaſor 
ſary f 
we dit 
caufe 
we m1 
a Word 
us, we 
fear ar 
to fea 
bowels 
if we 1 
he is 
forget 
therefo 
of gra- 
filial co 
270. 
their o1 
towards 
poſition 
God; 7 
able to 
yet it a1 
a ſign © 
we find 
brother? 
dulgent | 


krmities 


If we tremble before him, we for 


DIVINE MEDITATIONS. g7 
our heavenly Father, aud expect from him 
all that a Father ſhould do for his child, as 

Proviſion, protection, indulgence, yea and 


- ſeaſonable corrections (which are as neceſ- 


ſary for us as our daily bread) and when 
we die we may expect our inheritance, be- 
caufe in Chritt he is our Father. But yet 
we muſt remember the name of a father is 
2 word of relation; duty is expected from 
us, we muſt reverence him as a father, witli 
fear and love ; he 1s a great God, we ought 
to fear him; he is merciful, yea hath 
bowels of mercy, we ought to love him : 

that 
he is loving, and if over bold, we alſo 
forget that he is a great and holy God; 

rherefore we ſould always go to the throne 
of grace with reverence, holy love, and. 
filial confidence in the name of Jeſus. 

270. Thoſe that have Chriſt's peace in 
their own conſciences, will be peaceable 
towards others. A buſy contentious diſ- 
poſition, argues it never felt peace from 
God; and though men think it commend- 
able to eenſure the infirmities of others, 
yet it argues their own weaknefs ; for it is 
a fipn of a good and noble ſpirit, when 
we find any thing good, to bear with our 
brother's weakneſs. Who was more in- 
dulgent than Chriſt? he bore with the in- 
lirmities of his diſciples from time to _ 
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oh! let us carry ourſelyes more lovingly 
to all, eſpecially towards them that are 
weak. Nothing ſhould raife us ſo high 
in our ſeli- eſteem above others, as to for- 
get them to be our brethren; all thoſe in- 
firmities we may fee, ſhall ſoon be buried, 
and they aſcend to glory. | 

271. Many ſhew great reſpect to per- 
ſons in eminent ſtations, aud to men of 
excellent abilities; but there may be a 
great deal of hypocriſy : therefore the 
truth of love is tried by this; if we bear 
a lincere affection to all the ſaints, even to 
the meaneſt of Chriſt's diſciples, Epheſ. 
V1. 18. 

272. We muſt always take heed of com- 
ing to God in our own perſons or worthi- 
nets, but in all things only look to God in 
Chriſt. If we would look to God as a Fa- 
ther, we mutt ſee him to be Chriſt's Fa- 
ther firit : it we deſire to ſee ourſelves ac- 
quitied from our ins, let us firſt look at 
Chriſt riſen for our juſtification z if we 
think ot gloritication in heaven, let us 
lovk up to Chriſt as glorified; and when 
we conlider ot any fpiritual bleſſing, con- 
lider it in Chriſt firſt. All the promiſes 
are made to Chriſt; he takes them firit 
irom God the Father, and gives them to 
us by his holy Spirit. The firſt, tulneſs 1s 
in God, and he empties himſelf into Chriſt; 
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And of his fulneſs wwe all receive grace, Se. 
_ 1. 19. | 
274. Gcd is faid to be our God, or to 
be a God unto vs, when he applies, for 
our good, that all-ſufticiency which is in 
himielf. God is our God by corenunt, 
becauſe he hath made over bimſelf unto 
us in Chriſt. Every believer hath the ti- 
tle paſſed over to him; fo that God be- 
comes his inheritance. There is more 
comfort in this, than the heart of man can 
pollibly conceive. It is larger than the 
defires of his heart; therefore though 
riches, or honors, or friends, &c. are not 
ours; yet if able to ſay, by the ſpirit of 
faith, that God is ours, we have all in 
him; his wiſdom, to find out a way to do 
us good; in danger, his power, to deliver 
vs; under guilt, his mercy, to forgive: 
and in any want, his all-ſufficiency, to 
ſupply all our need. It God be ours in 
Chritt, whatſoever God can do, and all 
things, even whatſoever God hath, ſhall. 
promote our comfort in time, and happi- 
neſs throughout eternit | 
274. God! is the G and Father of all 
the elect, and particularly a God and Fa- 
ther to evcry one cf them God is every 
ſaint's all-ſufficient and everlaſting portion. 
As the ſun is wholly every man's, fo God 
loves and cheriſhes all. his children, and 
. each 
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each of them, even the weakeſt, as if he 
had bur ane. | 5 

275. There is a myſtery, and depth in 
the myſtery, not only of election and re- 
probation, but of God's providence No 
reaſon can be given, why ſome of God's 


children are quiet, and others are greatly 


aftlicted: why one ſhould be poor and an- 
other rich: Pſal xcvii. 2. C/ouds and darke 
neſs are round about him: you cannot fee 
him, he is hid in a cloud; but righteouſ- 
neſs and judgment are the foundation of 
his throne. He may often, in his provi- 
dence, wrap himſelf in a thick cloud that 
none can 2 him, yet he is juſt and gra 
cious ; therefore when any thing betalls 
ue, for which we can ſee no reaſon, yet 
we muſt always reverence the Lord, adore 
his counſels, and ſubmit to him, who 1s 
infimtely wiſer than we, and always re- 
members his holy covenant. | 
276. When we are diligert in buſineſs, 
keep a good conſcience, and in all things 
act as the diſciples of Chriſt, whatſoever 
befalls us, we may with comfort fay, 'The 
will of the Lord be done; we are found 
in God's way, and may then thro' grace 
expect, a guard of angels around us, and 
the guardian care and comforts of the Spi- 
rit within. 
277. All the contention between the 
| | fleſh 
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fieſh and ſpirit lies in this; whether. God 
ſhall have his will, or we have ours ; now 
God's will is ſtrait, but ours is crooked : 

if God will have vs offer up our Iſuac, 
we muſt ſubmit, and even readily acqui- 
eſce in the whole will of God. The more 


(through grace) emptied of ſelf, the more 


free and happy we ſhall be, by being more 
fully ſubject to God: for in what meafure 
we part with any thing for him, we ſhall 
receive even in this world an hundred fold 
in joy and peace, &c. 

278. All outward good things we ſnould 
uſe in a reverent manner ; knowing that 
our liberty to enjoy them was purchaſed 
with the blood of Chriſt. As David when 
he thirſted for the waters of Bethlehem, 
would -not drink, becauſe it was as the 
blood of his three worthies: ſo though 
we have a free uſe of God's creatures, 
yet mult be careful to uſe them with mo- 
deration and reverence, and all to the glo- 
ry of God. 

279. There is nothing of God can 
pleaſe the carnal world, becauſe the beſt 
things are repreſented. to the heart of a 
carnal man, as fooliſhneſs. Our corrupt 
nature above all things would avoid the 
imputation of folly ; and rather than he 
would be accounted a fool, a natural man 
will llander the ways of God as fooliſhneſs. 
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The 
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The law of Chriſt conſtrains us, and makes 


us do many things, for which the -carnal 
world think us out of our wits :. but let 
us quiet our hearts, and account 1t a great 
favour: from God, when the Michals of 
this world ſcoff at our goodneſs : for when 
they are offended, God through Chriſt is 
graciouſly pleaſed. 5+? 

280. To diſcern your ſtate in grace, 
chiefly look to your affe&tions, for they are 
intrinſical, and not ſubje& to hypocriſy. 
Men of great parts know much, and fo 
doth the devil, but he wants love. In 
fire all things may be painted but the 
heat: fo all good actions may be done by 
an hypocrite, but the ſacred fire of a di- 
vine love, for offering the ſacrifice, he 
hath not. Oh! therefore chiefly examine 
the truth and ſincerity of your affections 
towards God, whoſe name 1s love. 


281. We may be bleſt with large views 


of the love of God, but can never poſſibly 
comprehend it ; all the fruits of his love 
will for ever ſurpaſs our finite undei ſtand- 
ings. The Holy Spirit is graciouſly given 
to take away the vail, and to make report 
of it to our ſouls : then as ſoan as the love 
of Chriſt is apprehended, it conſtrains us 
to all holy duties; not as fire out of 4 
flint, but as water out of aſpiing. The 
Jove of a wife to her huſband may A 
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from the ſupply of her neceflities, but 


C8 
al atterwards ſhe may alſo love his perſon.; 
let ſo the ſoul firſt loves Chriſt for ſalvation, 
at but when it is brought to bim, and finds 
of what ſweetneſs there is in him, then the 
en ſoul loves him- for himſelf, and eſteems 
is his perſon, as well as rejoices. in his be- 
nefits. : | 
de, 282. It ſhauld be our continual care to 
ire manifeſt ſincerity of heart towards God, 
ſy. in our ſeveral callings ; and this is done 
ſo when we look at God in every action, and 
In endeavour to yield our ſouls entirely to 
he the whole will of God, ſerve him with all 
by the heart, and perform the work of our 
di- callings by his Spirit, according to his 
he word, * dances his glory: if we thus 2 
ine labour to approve ourſelves to him, what- 1 
ons ſoever be the iſſue, we ſhall be indued | 
with holy boldneſs, and enjoy much in- 
ws ward peace and comfort, having by his 
bly grace carried ourſelves as in the fight of 
ve God, and advanced his glory. 
1d- 283. That a man may perſuade others, 
en he muſt have a love to their perſons, clear 
ort knowlefge of the cauſe, and grace to ſpeak 
ve in wiſdom to their ſouls. As we are ſaved 
us by love, we are perſuaded by the argu- 
f a ments of love, which is moſt agreeable to 
"he the nature of man; we are led by per- 
gin {uaſion, not by compulſion. Men may 


— 
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be compelled to the uſe of means, but not 
to faith. Many labour only to unfold the 
ſcriptures, for the increaſe of knowledge, 
this is a good foundation ; but the ſpecial 
intent of the miniſtry, is to work upon 
the heart and affections, and lead the foul 
to Chriſt. N TEIN | 
284. As we muſt approve ourſelves to 
God and our own conſciences, ſo to the 
conſciences of others, that they may wit- 
neſs, that we love and deal faithtully with 
them. 'Oh, how ſhould we labour to do 
all the good we can, eſpecially to the ſouls 
of men. If we deſerve well, they will 
vive evidence for us; but if we walk ſcan-' 
dalouſly, they will accuſe us, that by ill 
examples we drew them into evil, and 
hardened them in fin. May it be always 
our care, to approve ourſelves to the con- 


ſciences of men; that we may have them 


to witneſs for us ; that ſuch of whom we 
have deſerved well, may be our crown at 
the laſt day. | * 

285. A man keeps a good conſcience 
towards others, when he makes it appear 
that he can deny himſelf to do them good. 
Conſcience will teitify, this man certainly 
regards my good more than his own, he 
acts ſo, as that the world may ſee he is in 
good earneſt ; he ſpeaks well, and makes 
good his profeſſion by his obedient lite, 
MI 7 5 : May 
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May it be our care ſo to walk ! we ſhall 
then approve ourſelves to the conſciences 
of all mankind, and to God, thro* Chriſt 
Jeſus. N | 
286. There axe many that receive ſome 
divine truths, but they reſerve ſome fin. 
When Herodias is diſpleaſed, John Baptiſt 
mult loſe his head. Some truths make 
trunſgreſſors fret, becauſe their conſciences 
tell them they will not yield obedience; 
ſome fin hath gotten dominion over their 
affections, but conſcience ſaith, I warn 
thee againſt this fin; then that hatred 
which ſhould be turned againſt the fin, 1s 
turned upon the word and miniſter of 
Chriſt. Some vermin, when driven to a 
ſtand, will fly in a man's face; ſo theſe 
men, when they ſee they mult yield to 
conviction, grow malicious, ſo that what. 
they will not follow, they reproach. How 
much ſhould it be our care, at all times, 
to yield obedience to all that we know (of 
the drvine will.) | 
287. There is a generation of churliſh 
men as even watch for offences ; becauſe 
they would go to hell with, as it were, 
ſome reaſon, they will not ſee who are 
babes in Chriſt, and who are hypocrites z 
and fo caſt reproach upon all. Therefore 
ſometimes God in judgment towards them 
may ſuffer good men t) fall, and ſatan 
tempts 


106 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 


tempts them to take ſcandal at them, to 
rheir final ruin. 

288. A man may know that the word 
of God hath wrought upon his conſcience, 
when he. comes to it, that through grace, 
he may hear, learn, and reform. A man 
with an heart without guile, is glad to 
Hear the ſharpeſt reproofs, becauſe he 
knows that fin is his greateſt enemy. But 
it we live in any courſe, we are loath 
mould be reproved ; it is a ſign our hearts 
are full of guile. Corrupt men mould 
their teachers to their luſts ; but a good 
man is willing, that divine truths ſhould 
Have their full authority; and he conti- 

nues, through grace, in the way of du- 
ty, though never ſo contrary to fleſh and 
blood. 3 

289. It is the duty of miniſters to pre- 
vent objections, that may ariſe in the minds 
of the people, and hinder the due recep- 
tion of goſpel doctrine. That divine truths 
may more readily enter our hearts, we 
ſhould labour to eſteem the perſon, and 
His work ; for ſecret ſurmifes are ſtones 
of ſtumbling, which both miniſters and 
people ſhould be careful to prevent or ſoon 
to remove, TEN 

290. A man ought not to commend 
himfelf, but in ſome ſpecial caſes ; firſt. 
becauſe pride and envy in others will not 
Ws | * endure 
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endure it: ſecondly, it diminiſhes God's 
glory, therefore we ſhould take heed ; 
thirdly, it deptives us of comfort, and 
binders the apology of others. The hea- 
then could ſay, that ſelf-applauſe is very 
diſagreeable: let us take heed. that we da 
not ſnatch our right out of God's hand. 
But on the contrary, in ſome caſes, we 
may commend ourſelves ; as when we have 
a juſt call to make an apology, in a way 
of defence, and for the conviction of them 
that unjuſtly ſpeak evil of us: and we 
may ſpeak well of ourſelves, in a way of 
example to others; as parents to their 
children; this well becomes them; be- 
cauſe it is not out of pride or vain glory, 
tor the motive is at once diſcovered, to 
be love. | 

291. It is the duty of all men, but eſ- 
pecially of God's children, when they 
have juſt occaſion, to defend the injured :; 
thus the blind man, John ix. 30. defended 
Chriit againſt the phariſees ; and Jonathan 
poke to his tather in the behalf of David; 
though called a rebel, he knew that he 
owed this ſervice unto truth, and to his 
triend. God hath a cauſe in the world 
that muſt be owned, therefore when reli- 
gion is brought upon the ſtage, God ſeems 
to ſay to all, as ſehu did, % is on my 
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Ris children to us: And therefore curſe ze 
MAersz (fait the Angel of the Lord) curſe 
ye buttery the inhabitants thereof, becauſy they 
came not to the belp of the Lord, to the help 
of the Lord againſt the mighty : Judg, v. 23. 
ſo a curſe. lies upon thoſe, that when the 
truth ſuffers, have not even a word for its 


| defence. 


292. Uſually the defamers of others are 
proud vain-glorious perſons; if a man will 
ſearch for the ſpirit of the devil in men, 
let him ſearch for it among vam-glonous 
teachers, heretics and — perſons. 
Fhe ground of it is from the nearneſs of 
two contraries, ſo the oppoſition is the 
ſtrongeſt; as fire and water when they 
meet make the ſtrongeſt oppoſition. Who 
fo like to God's children, and: miniſters. 
as vain-glorious teachers, as making the 
ſame chriſtian profeſſion ? but Pilate, a 
heathen, ſhewed more favour to Chriſt, 
than the phariſees. This uſe we ſhould 
make of it, not to take offence, when we 
hear any profeſſor, or even one divine de- 


preciate another; it hath been fo, and will 
de fo to the end of the world. 


293. All, things beſides. the Lord, are 
only like graſs; when we rejoice therein, 
and forget God, it is a childiſh joy, as it 
were only in flowers; after we have drawn 
out their ſweetneſs, we caſt them away. 
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All outward comforts are common to ſin- 
ners as well as ſaints ; and, without grace, 
they will ſurely prove ſnares. At the 
hour of death, what comfort can we have 
trom them, any further than with humili- 
ty and love to God, and men, we have, 
through grace, uſed them well? therefore 
if we would have our hearts always bleſt 
with true joy, oh let us labour to be faith- 
ful in our ſeveral places, and conſtantly 
endeavour, according to our gifts, to glo- 
rify Gd. 1 

294 To glory in any creature whatſo- 
ever, is 1dolatry ; firſt, becauſe the mind 
ſets up ſomething, which is not God. Se- 
condly, it muſt be ſpiritual adultery to 
cleave to any thing more than to God. 
Thirdly, it is bearing falſe-witneſs, to aſ- 
cribe excellency where there is none. We 
have that prohibition ; Let not the qauiſe 
nan glory in his æuiſdor, nor the frong man 
in his jtrength, nor the rich man in his riches : 
Jer. 1x 23. God will not give his glo 
to another; therefore when men will mit 
place that glory, which belongs to God 
alone, he blaſts them, or ſets them alide, 
as broken veſſels, and even diſdains to uſe 
them. 

295 A chriſtian's joy is right when it 
proceeds from right principles, from judg- 
ment and conſcience, not from fancy and 

. ina 
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imagination; then there is fellowſhip he- 
tween God and him; for our joy muſt 


ſpring from peace, Rom v 1. Being i. 


fied by faith, ve have pract with (rad. The 
apoſtles begin their epiſtles with mercy, 
orace and peace ; mercy to forgive, grace 
to renew our natures, and peace of con- 
ſcience to yield us joy. Theſe are things, 
through Chriſt, to be gloried in; it we 
find, by the word, our tins pardoned, our 
perſons accepted, and our natures reneiw- 
ed, we may comfort ourſelves in health, 
in wealth, in wife, in children, in any 
thing, becauſe all come by Chriſt from the 
favour of God. We may joy in afflictions, 
becauſe there is a bleſſing in the worſt, to 


prepare us for eternal happineſs. Though 


we cannot joy in ailliction itſelf, as being 
contrary to nature, yet we may in the ue 
of it: ſo that we reoice aright, when hav- 


ing intereſt. in God, we glory in the teſti- 


mony of a good con{cience ; when lool ing 
inward we find all at peace; when each ot 
us can ſay upon goed grounds, that God 
in Chriſt. is mine, and therefore both life 
and death and all things are mine, fo far as 
they may ſerve my trueſt good and everlail- 
ing felicity. 3 | 

290. The hearts ef men, yea of good 
men, are apt to idolize outward things. 
When the diſciples through the puwer of 
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it Jeſus had caſt out devils, they were ready 
1 to be proud; but Chriſt quickly admo- 
2 niſhed them, not 70 rejoice that the devils acer? 
2 fubjet? to them, but that their names were 
'E written in beaven, Luke x. 20. There- 
* fore when we find the leaſt inclination to 
Sy « glory in any thing, we muſt check our- 
felves, and conſider what grace we have, 
I to uſe them; what love to men we have, 
2 to turn theſe things to the common d. 
h, For whatſoever a man hath, if he hath 
y not alſo hamility, and love to uſe it a- 
© right, it will be upprofitable, nay it will 
8, increaſe his ſorrows. 
to. , 297. It hath been an old falſe and fooliſh 
41 imputation, to charge diſtraction upon men 
8 of the greateſt wiſdom and ſobriety. John 
ag the Baptiſt was accuſed to have a devil, 
Vo. Chriſt to be beſide himſelf ; the apoſtles to 
ti- be full of new wine, and Paul to be mad. 
Ng The reaſon js, as religion is a myſtical and 
01 ſpiritual thing, ſo the tenets of it ſeem 
od to be paradoxes to carnal men; as firſſ 
10 that a chriſtian is the only freeman, an 
Ca others are all ſlaves; the only rich man, 
A though ever ſo mean in the world ; the 

only beauriful man, though (outwardly) 

od ever ſo deformed; and the only happy 
— man, in the midſt of all his prefent mule- 
2 ries. Theſe things, though true, feem 
aus ſtrange to natural men, and therefore when 
K 2 „ Qthey 
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they ſee men making conſcience on, 
they wonder at this commotion for.trifles. 
But theſe men go on in a courſe of their 


own, and make that the meaſure of all: 


thoſe below them are profane, and thoſe a- 
bove them are indiſcreet. By tooliſh fan- 
cies and affections, they create excellencies, 
where there are none, then cry down the 


purſuit of ſpiritual things as folly. They 


ave principles of their own, to love them- 
ſelves, and to love others only for them- 
ſelves, and to hold on the ſtrongeſt fide, and 
by no means to expoſe themſelves to dan- 
r, But when men begin to be.religious 
tor Chriſt's ſake they deny all their own 
carnal ends ; and that makes their courſe 
ſeem madneſs to the world, therefore they 
labour to ſpread an ill opinion of them, 


as mad men and fools. ' 


298. God's children are neither mad nor 
fools ; it is but a ſcandal caſt upon them 
by the mad men of the world. They are 
the only wiſe men, if it be well confidered; 
firſt, they make the higheſt end their aim, 
which 1s to be children of God here, and 


ſaints in heaven: ſecondly, they aim to be 


found wiſe men at death ; therefore are al- 
ways making their accounts ready : thirdly, 
they labour to live anſwerable to the rule 
of the word. Fourthly, they improve all 


advantages to advance their grand end; la- 
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bout to grow betrer bath by their comforts 


s. and croftes, and to make a ſanctiſied uſe of 
er all vecurrences : fiſthly they ſwim againſt 
* the ſtream of the times; though they eat 
11 drink, and Necp, as other men, yet (like 
* the ſtars) they have a ſecret ſettled courſe 
0 of their own, which the world cannot 


diſcern ; therefore a man muft be chang- 
os | ed and ſet in a higher rank, before he can 
have a ſanctiſied judgment of the ways 
of God. May he make us truly wife ! 

nd 299. Thole that lay the imputation of 


aol folly and madneſs on God's children, will 
Jus at liſt truly be found the greateſt fools 
fo themſelves. Firſt, is not be a fool that 
TC 


cannot make aright choice ofthings ? how 
at 4 do carnul men make their choice, when 


hy they embrace periſhing things tor the beſt ? 

ſecondly, a carnal man hath not a ſpiritual 
us Capacity 0 apprehend ſpiritual things 
b aright; he cannot fee things inviſtble: 
mY thirdly, his heart accounts it a vain thing 
ed; to lerve the Lord: fourthly, he judges his 
im, enemies to be his beſt friends; and his beſt 
ind iriends to be his worſt enemies: lifthly, 
ax the principles of all his actions are un- 


1 loend, becauſe they are not directed to the 
** right object and end, therefore all his 


we affections are mad, as his joy, his love, his 
1 delight; his love is but luſt, his anger 

17 Vexation ; for his confidence he calls God's 
our 
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love into queſtion : but a falſe ſuggeſtion 
from the devil, he ſoon embraces ; there- 
fore is he not mad ? and this is the condi- 
tion of all natural men. | | 

goo. True freedom is found when by the 
Spirit the heart is renewed, is inlarged, and 
becomes ſubordinate to God in Chriſt. A 
man 1s in a ſweet frame when his heart is 
made ſubject to God, and drawn out towards 
him, for the God of all grace ſets it at li- 
berty. God will have us make his glory our 


aim, and then he will beſtow grace and 


glory too upon us. True zeal and holy 
diligence, areuſually attended with the joys 
of faith and the firſt fruits of the paradiſe 
of God. | 

301. The love of Chriſt manifeſled to 
me, and my love to Chriſt quickened by 
the Spirit, excite an holy admiration in my 
ſoul ; it conſiders what wonderful love 1s 
in Chriſt ; and the Spirit witneſſes that this 
love of Chriſt is ſet upon the ſoul, from 
hence it begins to argue and admire ; Tera, 
*wherefere wilt thou ſhew thyſelf to e, and 
not to the world ? what is the reaſon thou 
ſo loveſt me more than others? The foul 
with God on the mount, 1s turned from 


_ earthly things, then it fees nothing but love 


and mercy, and adores. Such grace con- 
ſtrains us to do allthings out ot pure love 
to God and good will towards men. 
N | z02, When 


* ſhould build the walls of Jericho, he was 
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302. When Joſhua curſed the man that 


not 1n any commotion or revengful tury, 
but peaceable and devout. When curſes 
come from ſuch an one, he is only a decla- 
ratory inſtrument, in denouncing God's 
curſe. Every man mult not dare to take 
it upon him, for men oftcn curſe when 
they ſhould bleſs, and ſuch curſes like ar- 
rows ſhot upright, tall down upon their 
own heads. "Thoſe that come in the name 
of the Lord, and are qualified for that pur- 
pole, and declare the word of God, their 
curles or bleſſiugs are to be regarded, for 
they are a means to convey God's curſes 
or his bleſſings to men, His word currying 
life or atath, 2 Cor. ii. 16. 

303. It is over curious to be exact a- 
bout the time or beginnings of grace; be- 
cauſe frequently it talls by degrees like the 
dew undiſcernibly: and there is a great 
deal of wiſdom as well as of power in the 
work of grace; God offers no violence to 
the ſoul, but works ſweetly, yet ſtrongly ; 
and ſtrongly, yet ſweetly ; he goes ſo tar 
with our nature, that we ſhall freely delight 
in grace. So that a man ſces the greateſt 
reaſon, why he ſhould alter his courſe. 
God doth not overthrow human nature, 
the ſtream of it is graciouſly changed, the 
#00 7 i man 
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man is the ſame. The ſoul is renewed, 
and body and ſoul dedicated to the Lord. 
304. When we defire only forgireneſs of 


ſin, and not grace to lead a new life, that 


defireis hypocritical. A true chriſtian aſks 
of God power againſt ſin, as much as par- 
don. If we have not ſanctifying, we have 
not pardoning grace; Chriſt came as well by 
water to regenerate, as by blood to juſtify. 
Let it be our continual care and endeavour 
to grow and increaſe in grace: becuuſe, 
without grace and growth therein, we ſhall 
never get to heaven ; we cannot wirhftand 
our enemies, nor bear any croſs; cannot go 
on comfortably in our courfe, and cannot do 
any thing acceptable and pleafing to God. 

305. God will be as the dew upon Ifrael, 
and he {hall grow as the lily ind aſt forth 
his roots as Lebanon, Hoſ xiv. 5 Theſe 
are not vain words; we have great need 
of ſuch promiſes, eſpecially in a diltrefled 
ſtate, for then our ſpirits fink, and our 
hearts faint; therefore we have need to 
have the ſame promiſes of comtort often 
repeated. Prophune perſons think, what 
need of all this: but if ever pierced in 


conſcience for thy ſins, thou wilt then be 


far from finding fault When God uſeth 
all the ſecrets in the book of nature, and 
tranflates them to ſpiritual things to aſſure 
us of his mercy and love, how rich his 
grace! | 3067 


eye ra 
deratic 
is pros 

308 
to be t 
an to | 


DIVINE MEDITAT'ONS. 117 


306. God's children become more cir- 
cumſpect by their falls; they learn to ſtand 
and walk ; like cedars, the more they are 
blown, the deeper will they be rooted. 
That which men think is the overthrow 
of God's children, doth but root them the 
deeper; ſo that atter all outward ſtorms, 
and inward declenſions, (by Chriſt's grace 
out of weakneſs being made ſtrong in the 
Lord) this is the iſſue, 7 hey take root down- 
wards, and alſo bring ſorth jruit up wards, for 
the Lord refloreth tieir Jou's, fe. Pſ. xx. 3. 

307. A chriſtian in his right temper 1s 
compared to the beſt of every thing: if to 
a lily, the faireſt : if to a jou the talleſt ; 
if toanolive tree, the moſt fruitful, And his 

ſcent ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon, Hol. xiv. 
7. We ſhould therefore make iſe of natural 
and apply them to ſpiritual things; if we 
ſee a lily, think of God's promiſe and our 


duty, we ſhould grow as lilies ; when we ſee 


a tall tree, think, I muſt grow higher in 
grace; and when we ſce a vine, think, I 
muſt grow in fruitfulneſs ; when we go in- 
to our fields, orchards or gardens, let the 
eye raiſe the thoughts higher, unto conſi- 
deration of what is required, and of what 
is promiſed, in God's holy word. 

208. As it is the glory of the olive tree 
to be truittul, ſo it's the glory of a chriſti- 
an to be uſeful in his calling ; and the way 
| to 
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to be ſo, is, to eſteem fruitfulneſs our glory. 
It i 4 good light to fee a chriſtian anſwer 
his profeſſion, and flouriſh in his ſtation, 
to be fruitful and ſhine in all good works. 
When ability and opportunity, and an en- 
lightened zealous heart do all meet for do- 
ing good; how glorious to bebold ! 

309 When about to enter upon action, 
let us always aſk our ſouls, is it ſuitable to 
my calling, to my hopes? if not, why ſhould 
I do it ? Chriſt hath made mea king, to rule 
over my luſts. doth this agree with my dig- 
nity ? this baſe act, this baſe company; 


ſhall ſuch a man as I do this? when, 


through grace a man reaſons thus ; 1t wall 
raiſe Epbraim's reſolution; ¶ bat have I any 
more to do with idols? In walking circum- 
ſpectly after the Spirit we fhall find the 
cheering warmth of divine comfort, ac- 
companyiug every action: and with hu- 


mility and thankfulnefs, fhall acknowledge 


all the comfort and ſtrength we receive, to 


be from the refreſhing dewsof God's grace. 


3lo. In time of calamity, God will pre- 
ſerve his fruittultrees ; as in Deut. xx. 19. 
The Ifrac!:tes were commanded not to de 
ſtroy them; % though God's judgments 
come, yet will he take ſpecial care ot his 
obedicnt children. The judgments of God 
will fall teavy upon barren trees; though 
God may long endure barrenneſs in the 
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want of the goſpel, yet he will not under its 


enjoyment It were better for a bramble to 
be in the wilderneſs, than in an orchard ; 


nothing will Keep the ax from the root, bur 


truuttulneſs in God's vineyard. 

311, It may be obſerved that the aged 
ſeem not to grow, at leaſt not to be fo zeal» 
ous as many young chriſtians; but the rea- 
ſon is, becauſe there is in young chriſtians, 
a greater ſtrength of natural parts and more 
lively aftections, and theſe make a grear 
appearance; but aged men grow in ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength and are more refined; their 
know ledge is more clear, their actions 
more pure, their zeal more ſeraphical, and 
not mingled with wild fire ; therefe re 
though aged chriſtiaus be not carried with 


an high and full ſtream, yet they be- 


come, through grace, more ſtable and ju- 
dicious, more heaveniy minded, and mor- 


tified ; they continually grow deeper in hu- 


mility, by a Clearer fight of their own cor- 
ruptions aud daily ſins „ and file higher to- 
wards heaven on the wings of faith and ho- 
ly love. 

312. In true convetſion the ſoul is chang- 
ed, to be of the ſune mind with Chritt ; 
as ket is attected, fo is the foul ; and as he 


loathes all evil, < upon this ground, there 


is in us 4 loathing every nn A carnal man 
is ike a wolf driven from the ſheep, that 
yet 


—— — 
— — 


——— 
n — 


- —  —— —” — —ͤ—ũ—ñ— 2 
- S 8 — — — — 


the thing hated 


izo DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 

yet retains his ravenous nature ; thoſe that 
are driven from their ſins by the terrors of 
conſcience, are only aitrighted with fin's 
deſert, but do not hate it; therefore the 


loathing and hatred of all evil is required, 


as well as leaving it by outward retorma- 
tion. Divine grace retorms, renews and 
quickens us truly to ſerve the Lord. | 

313. It 1s evident that our converſion 
is ſound, when we truly loathe and hate 
fin, from the heart; a man may know 
his hatred of evil to be true, firſt, if it be 
univerſal : he that hates fin truly, Hates 
all fin. Secondly, true hatred is fixed: 
there is no appealing it, but by aboliſhing 


more rooted affection than anger; anger 
may be appeaſed, but hatred remains and 
ſets itſelf againſt the whole kind. Fourth- 
ly, if our hatred be true, we hate all evil, 
in ourſelves firſt, and then in others; he 
that hates a toad, would hate it moſt, in 
his own boſom. Many, like Judah, are 
ſevere in cenſuring others, Ger. xxxviii. 
24. but partial to themſelves. Fitthly, 
he that hates fin truly, hates the greateſt 
ſin, in the greateſt meaſure; he hates all 
evil in a juſt proportion. Sixthly, our 
hatred is right, it we can endure admo- 


nition and reproot for fin, and not be enra- 


ved ; therefore thoſe that ſwell againſt re- 
proof, 


Thirdly, . hatred is a 
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proof, do not appear to hate ſin; only 
with this caution, It may be given with 
ſuch indiſcretion and felt love, that a man 
may only hate the reprover's proud man- 
ner: therefore, in diſcovering our hatred 
of fin in others by reproof, we muſt con- 
nder our calling; it muſt be done with a 
ſweet temper, preſerving due reſpect to 
thoſe reproved, that it may appear only to 
be done out of true love and zeal, and not 
out of anger or pride. 
314. All aſſociations that are not begun 
well, trequently ſoon end in hatred. Take 


heed with whom you join in amity ; be- 


tore you plant your affections, conſider 
the perſons, what they are; if any ſigns 
of grace appear, then it is good; if not, 
there may be ſoon a ſhameful rent. Thro? 
life this ought to be our rule; we ſhould 


always endeavour in all companies, either 


to do, or receive ſome ſpiritual good; and 
where we can neither do, nor receive 
cood, we ſhould avoid ſuch acquaintance. 
Therefore do good to all, but conlider 
and take heed, not to ſtand in combina- 
tion with any wicked or ungodly men. 
315. Whoſoever will live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, muſt ſuffer perſecution. He muſt 
bave his nature changed, and carry his ha- 
tred againſt all evil courſes; theretore to 
fran. e a religion that hath no trouble, is 
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ovly to make an idol. Neuters in reli- 
gion are like the bats, that can ſcarce be 
diſtinguiſhed from mice, or flying .tow!, 

becauie they reſemble both. Oh! take. 
heed of nevtrality in religion. After the 
firſt tranſient heat, many become luke- 
warm, then they become quite cold Oh! 
look to your beginnings, pure affection in 
religion muſt continue and ſhould always 
flame 1n ſacred zeal. 

316. Wiſe men do nothing without 

propoſing ſome great end; and the more 
wiſe, the greater is the end: ſhall we at- 
uibute this to men, and not adore the 
wiſdom of God ? Chriſt certainly would 
never have appeared in our nature, or 
ſuffered death, but with ſome glorious de- 
ſign, Shall we think this myſtery, of 
God s taking fleſh upon him, was tor 2 
flight purpoſe ? No, the end of his com- 
ing was to ſave finners, 1 im. i. 1g. He 
came to bring us to God, 1 Pet. ni. 18. 
But he that will fave us, muſt firſt de- 
liver us out of Satan's bondage.; there- 
fore Chriſt came to deſtroy the works of 
the devil, 1 John iii. 8 It muſt needs 
follow, that the ſalvation of out ſouls is 
of vait conſequence, as for this great end, 
Chriſt both took our nature, and ſuffered 
death, the death ot the croſs, 
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317. Chriſt came to deſtroy the works 
of the devil m us, but makes us kings 
under himſelf, to fight his battles. As 
'by his Spirit in us, he deſtroys the works 
of the devil; fo he doth it in the exer- 
cife of all our powers of foul and body, 
by exciting his own graces already given. 
He hath made us kmgs unto God, that 
we ſhauld fight, and in fighting overcome, 
and enter into his glory. The chief grace 
that God helps us to exerciſe in over- 
coming all our enemies, is faith. We 
tell by infidelity and difobedience ; Chriſt 
comes, roots up 1nfidelity, and inſtead 
rhereof he plants faith. Faith unites us 
to him, and then, by a divine ſkill, it 
deres ſtrength in every time of need 
is battles, and 
triumphs over every enemy. 

318 Temptations at firſt, like Elijah's 
cloud, no bigger than a man's hand, if not 
repelled will ſoon overfpread the whole 
foul '. Satan neſtles himſelf, when we 
dwell upon the thoughts of fin : we can- 
not prevent the, ſudden rifings of fin, but 
by grace we may keep them down, and 
they ſhould not for a moment remain with- 
out -oppolition. Oh let us earneſtly en- 
deavour always to be in good company, 
aud run our ckriftian race: as the Holy 
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Ghoſt works by theſe advantages. Oh 
may we witely obſerve and improve them 
319. It is hard to diſcern the working 


of Satan from the motions of our own-cor- 


ruptions, becauſe for the moſt part he goes 
ſecretly along with them. He is hke a pi- 
rate at ſea; who fires upon us, under our 
own colours: or like Judas to Chriſt, he 
comes a» a friend, therefore it is hard to 
diſcern each of them diſtinctly: but Satan's 
attempts, may be partly ſeen, by the ca- 
1 ef our luſts, they are ſudden, ſtrong, 

range, ſo ſtrange ſometimes that even na- 
ture itſelf abhors them: the bleſſed Spirit 
of God leads us ſweetly on; but the devil 
drives a man like a tempeſt, as we ſee Am- 
non for his ſiſter Tamar. Again, if 
we reſiſt the motions of God's good Spi- 
rit, miſlike his government, and give way 
to paſſion, then the devil enters. Let a 
man be unadviſedly angry, the devil will 
make him envious and ſeek revenge; paſ- 
fions let looſe are chariots in which the 
devil rides. Some by nature are prove to 
diſtruſt, and fome to be too confident ; 
now the devil joins with thoſe corruptions 
and draws or drives them on to acts of in. 
He fits (as it were) upon our corruptions 
and there hatches all fin, All the devils in 


hell cannot force us to ſin ; Satan works by 
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ſuggeſtions, ſtirring up humours and fan- 
cies, but cannot work upon the will: we 
betray ourielves by yielding, before he 
can do us any harm; yet he ripens fin 
when cheriſhed in the heart, and brings it 
torth into actual tranſgreſſion. 

320, There are fome fins that let Satan 
looſe upon us. As, Firſt, Pride; we ſee 
ie in Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 7, Secondly, Con- 
ceit and preſumption; as We may fee in 
Peter, Matib. xxvi. 33. Thirdly, Secu- 
rity ; which is always the fore-runner of 
fome great puniſhment, or great fin, (which 
s a moſt awful puniſhment) as we ſee in 
David. Fourthly, Idlenels ; It is the hour 
of temptation, when a man is out of Gad's 
bulinef; Fitthly, Intemperance ; either 
in diet, or otherwiſe. "Therefore Chriſt 
c mmands us to pray and watch, and 
keep. fubriety in uling all the creatures. 
Sischly, There is a more ſubtile intemper- 
ance of pathon. In whatever degree we 
give way to wrath, revenge, er covetouſ- 
dels, &c. in that degree Satan g1ivs advan» 
7 againſt us. Scventhly, When a wan 
will not believe and ſubmit to truths re. 
realed, though likewiie natural truths. 
Got gave up ſome to vile affections, Rom. 
1. 26. becaule they would not cheriſh the 
light of nature; much more may we fear 
deme wrath, when we do not cheriſh the 
38 L 3 light 
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light of his grace Oh may God fave me 
from mine iniquities, let every one pray, 
ſubdue Satan, and quicken me to every 

ood word and work! 

2+. Chriit wrought our ſalvation in a 
ſtare of humiliation : 1n the way to glory, 
we muſt be conformable to our head, and 
paſs through a ſtate of abaſement. We are 
choſen to a portion of afflictions, as well as 
to grace and glory. God ſaw it needful, 
becauſe we cannot eaſily digeſt a flouriſh- 
ing condition. We are naturally given to 
affect outward excellencies ; when truſted 
with great eſtates, we are apt to forget 
God, and our duty to others. Oh ! may 
we be taught truly and readily, by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, to juſtity God, when we are moſt 
afflicted in our perſons, or frequently aba- 
fed in the world; as many as ſeſus loves, 
he rebukes and chaſtens, Rev. m. 19 Oh! 

may I be always zealous and repent. 
322. Many of the poor, are exceeding 
roud ; but God ſanctifies outward poverty 
to his children, to promote true poverty of 
ſpirit. As they are poor, fo they have a 
mean eſteem of themſelves ; it makes them 
inwardly more humble, and more tractable 
to God's government. . When under any 
croſs, let us obſerve whether we join with 
God or not ? when he afflicts us outward- 


ly, whether inwardly we be more abaſed ? 
55 when 
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when he makes us poor, whether we be- 
come alſo more and more poor in ſpirit ? 
When God deſigns to humble us, ob let us 
labour always, through grace, to abaſe our- 
ſelves, and mortify pride. 

323. Poverty of ſpirit ſhould accompany 
us all through life, hereby we ſhall ſee, that 
no righteouſneſs or ſtrength of our on, 4s 
ſatficient for ſantification ; ; that all the 
grace we need is out of ourſelves, in Chriſt, 
even for the pertormance of every holy 
duty; for though we have grace in the 
principle and babit, yet we cannot bring 
it into act without new grace. There is a 
fitneſs in trees to be fruitful, but without 
the influence of heaven they cannot bear 
truit That which often makes us mil- 
carry in our duties, is this, we think we 
have already ſtrength and witdom ſuffict- 
ent; then, what is begun in ſelt-confidence 
ends in ſhame. We fet about duties in our 
own pride, and ſtrength of parts, and ſo find 
no better ſucceſs. It is always a good ſign 
that God will bleſs our endeavours, when, 
out of a deep ſenſe of our own weakneſs, 
we by taith in prayers and ſupplications, 
like our Lord, Heb. v. 7. allo water every 
tervice, every condition, with (ſtrong cry- 
ing and) tears. We ſow with tearsggGod 
gives the increaſe, and we reap with joy. 

324. It 18 not ſufficient for a chriſtian to 

have 
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have habitual grace; the vine cannot bring 
forth fruit without the freſh influences of 
heaven, though planted and well rooted in 
the beit ſojl. Unleſs God eflifts us, former 
ſtrength will not ſerve, when new duties 
or temptations come. We muſt exerciſe 
- our faith, loye, patience, humility ; and 
for this purpoſe God hath furniſhed us 
with the Spirit of all grace Oh! let us 
always remember, when we have any temp- 
tation o reſiſt, any luſt to ſubdue, and any 


his Spirit, and to give the increaſe. 

325. God, through Chriſt, doth not ſo 
much look at our inſirmities, as at our up- 
rightneſs and ſincerity; and when out of 


what God hath wrought in us. Then, 
though infirmities and failings appear, 
yet it our hearts be upright, God tor 
Chrilt's fake will pardon them; David and 
others were accounted upright, yet had 
many imperſections, and had tallen into 
great ling. 

326. Watchfulneſs is an exerciſe of all 
the graces of the Spirit, and thele are 
given to keep our ſouls awake. We have 
enemies that never ſleep; and our worſt 
enemy is within; and the worſe, becauſe 
fo near. Wie live in a world full of temp- 
tations, and wicked men are full of ma- 
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duty to perform, to pray. unto Chriſt for 


temptation, we ſhould pray and examine. 
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hie: we are paſſing through our enemy's 


country, and need to be ever vigilant. 
The devil alſo watches, to ſpoil every good 

action; theretore we need to pray always. 
and watch, that all our graces may be in 
perpetual lively exerciſe Oh may we con- 
ftantly watch with a tear of jealouſy, take 
heed of a ſpirit of drowſineſs, and labour 
alſo to keep ourſelves unſpotted from ſuch 

a defiling world. 

- 327. It may beaſked, How ſhall we know 
the ſcriptures to be the word of God ? Do 
but grant, there is a God, it will follow 
that he muſt be worſhipped and obeyed ; 
and that this ſervice muſt be difcovered to 
us; then let it be conſidered what word 
of God can be different from this? Be- 
ſides, even by the ſuperſtition of the Jews 
(who were very ſtrict to every letter, God 
hath preſerved it for us; and the heretics, 
fince the primitive church, have fo much 
obſerved one another, that there can be no 
other than this word of God. But we muſt 
further know, that we muit have ſome- 
thing in our ſouls, ſuitable to the truths 
contained in it, before we can truly and 
ſuvingly believe it to be the word of God. 
As, that we find its power in working up- 
on our hearts and affections: Did not our 
brarts burn within us, when he opened to us 
the ſcriptures, Luke xxiv. 32. Again, its 

divine 
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divine operations to warm and to pacity 
the ſoul; its power to make a Felix trem · 
ble; and its ſearching quality, to divide 
between the marrow and the bone. We 
do not therefore only believe the ſerip- 
tures to be the word of God, becauſe any 
man, or becauſe the church faith ſo; bur 
principally, becauſe we find it by expe- 
rience working the ſame effects in us, that 
it ſpeaks of itſelt Oh let us never reit, 
till when we hear a promiſe, we find ſome- 
thing in us by the ſanctifying Spirit, that 
is ſuitable to it, and ſo alluring us, that ir 
is this word alone that can inform us of 
the good pleaſure of God to us, and of 
qur duty towards him, for the ſalvation of 
our ſouls. 0 


328. There is in God a fatherly anger, 


after converſion ; but this is turned away, 
when in fincerity and repeated acts of faith 
we humble ourſelves before him One 
ſaith well, There is a child of anger, and 
a child under anger. God's children are 
not children of wrath, though ſometimes 
under his diſpleaſure; when they do not 
carry themſelves as tons ; when they ven- 
ture on has againſt conſcience, &c. But 
when they humble themſelves, repent and 
fly to God in Chriſt tor mercy and ſtrength; 
they come into favour again, and recover 
the comfort of ſuch a relation to God, 
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329. We may know God loves us, when 
by his word and Spirit he ſperks friendly 
ro our ſouls, and we by prayer dutifully 
ſeek him again: when we have commu- 


nion with them whom God loves; to them 


he diſcovers his ſeerets, and by them to 
us, even ſuch ſecrets as our ſouls never 
knew before. He chiefly reveals theſe 
fecrets to us, when our hearts are brought 
to an ingenuous confeſſion of all our ſins; 
and we have no comfort but from heaven. 


A tather diſcovers his tenderneſs moſt at- 


ſectionately to his ehiid when ſiek, ſo God 
reſerves the brigliteſt diſeoverĩes of his love, 
eſpecially, till ſuch times, as we renounce 
all carnal confidence. If we can aflure 
our ſouls of God's love, let vs be at a 
point, as to every thing that happens to 
us in the world, v hether diſgrace or death; 
hecautc we may fetch parience and content 
rom hence, that God's covenant love will 


topp all our wants, and fave our ſouls. . 


330. After a gracious pardon; tuo things 
remain, infirmities and weaknettes Tnfir- 
mites are corruptions ſtirred up, which 


— hinder good, and excne us to evil; but 


ret they are ſo tar retitted and fubdued, us 
not to break forth into act Weakueſs, 
this appears when we ſuffer any infirmity 
to break out into at for want of watch- 


tulneſs; as, it a man be ſubject to an an- 
ab BY 


- 
« DO $7 


2 55 
> bs _ Fu ow * (LE 88 "WY ng OY By 
CASEY ae N * SS * 3 
— 


1 Au. { 4 Tas 7 1 i NF 
LY % 8 * 
3 * nk f i Y 7 > 1 "ar * *. 
Dn 3 0 = di wy * 4m 
4 < | Fare * 
o 8 4 i wud 4 


"OY 


132 DIVINE MEDITATIONS. 


_ gry temper; when this is working diſturb. 
ance in the mind, it is infirmity; but when 
for want of warchfulneſs it breaks forth 
into action, it is weakneſs, Theſe diſeaſes 
arc ſuffered to attend us, to remind us fre- 
quently of the bitter root ot fin ; for it 
lin did not ſometimes break forth, we ſnould 
think our nature perfectly cured. Who 
could have thought that Moſes, ſo meek a 
man, could have broken out into ſuch paſ- 
fion ? we ſee it alſo in David, and Peter, 
and others : and this ſhews, that the cor- 
ruptions of nature in them were not per- 
fectly healed But there is this difference 
between the falls of God's children, and 
of other men; when others fall, they ſet- 
tle in the mire ; but when God's children 
fall, they ſee their weakneſs, mourn over 
the bitter ruot of fin, hate it the more, 
and are never at reſt till it be caſt out by 
the renewed ſtrength of grace and repeat- 
ed acts of repentance. Therefore let no 
man be too much caſt down by his infir- 
mities, ſo long as they are reſiſted; tor a 
due ſenſe of them excites a freth hatred 
of all our corruptions. God in anger on- 
ly looks upon tin unrepented of and un- 
reliſted He hath holy ends in ſuffering 
ſin to grieve us, to keep us from outward 
vices, and make us long for heaven. 


3 3i. None in linceriry, frequently pro- 
mote 
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mote holy conterence, but are great gain- 
ers thereby. Many aſk queſtions, and are 
inquiſitive to know: but not that they 
might practiſe. This is a proud deſire to 
taſte of the tree of knowledge. But the 
delire ot well- affected chriſtians, is to know 
more, that they might more diligently ſcek 
Chriſt, and obey his voice. We gain much 
often by diſcourſe with thoſe which are 
young in religion. St. Paul deſired to 
meet the Romans (though they were his 
converts) that he might himſelf be ſtrength- 
ened and comforted by their mutual faith, 
Rom. 1. 12. | 
232. When once the Spirit faſtens the 
wrath of God upon the coniciences of thoſe 
he means to ſave, then follow thoſe afflict- 
ing aflections of grief and ſhame. Hence 
come a diſlike, an hatred of fin, and a di- 


vorce between the ſoul and its beloved fin. 


There was before a ſcepter of tin in the 
ſoul; now God begins ro diſpoſſeſs the 


ſtrong man, Then follow ſtrong deſires to 


be holy, and even deſperation, ſo far as 
that, it God in Chriſt be not merciful, the 


_ ſoul faith, what can become of me ! As the 


Spirit lets in ſome terrors, 1o he likewiſe 
gives us ſome hopes: as, 7 hat hall Ido to 
be ſavea ? implying a reſignation of the will 
to take any courſe tor ſalvation, then all the 
world, 
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world, for even one drop of God's mercy _ 


in Chriſt ; 32 

333. Chriſt never comes with his com- 
forts; but where he is valued and eſteemed, 
yet he delights not to hide his face from 
poor penitent ſinners; but when we are 
through grace made fit, truly judge our- 
ſelves unworthy of any favour ; then he 
comes and receives us with arms of love. 
There is comfort for the worſt; if they will 
come in and ſubmit to God's ordinances ; 
they will be effectual to ſubdue our cor- 

ruptions, and when once God has taken 
the heart for his temple, he will bling in- 
to it all his treaſures; there will be a mu- 
tual fellowſhip between God and the ſoul, 
when we are once fubaued by his grace, 
aud account his favour io be our life. 

334: God is fo powerful, an almighty 
agent, that he can overcome all oppofition. 
He can eafily, by his grace, overthrow the 
carnal principles of reaſon whieh Every na- 
rural man has predominant in the fort of 
bis ſoul. He preſents tö men their con- 
dion by nature, and lets in a taſte of his 
venizeduce. When God in his ordinances 
ſhews greater reaſons for geediiels, than 
Satan can for his carnal courſes, then all 
falls down. Thoſe that afe not fully ſubs 
dued yet let them come ts the ordinances; 

| | a 33 
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for they are yet within God's reach in his 
own way. When the word of God dif- 
covers the baſeneſs, viſeneſs, and danger 
of ſin, the ſoul tops ; but let none Cefpair. 
Though thy heart be ſtone, yer Gud can 
work powerfully ; z every thing is diſſicult 
to infirmity, but it is a divine work to pull 


dan a wicked ſinner, to renew the foul, 


and prepare it for heaven 

335. However diligent we may be in our 
calling, yet the ability and the bleſſing ean 
only come from God. We pray for daily 
bread, and he gives it, though we labour 
for it. There 1 is a gift of ſucceſs, and un- 
leſs it be given us from above, we ſhall then 
with the diſciples only toil, but catch no- 
thing all the day. 

336. Gifts are for grace, and grace for 


| glory. Gifts are pecuhas to ſome men, but 


grace is common to all true chriſtians Gifts 
are peculiar to many, and common to ſuch 


as are not good. Gifts ure found with great 


ſinners : but grace works love and hunnti- 
ty, it abaſes and fanctifies the ſoul. The 
devil has toit little of his acuteueſs, but yet 
he remains miſchievous. Many have groat 
parts, but they may hase alſo a deviliſn 
ſpirit. Grace comes from ſpecial love, and 
ſhews itſelt in fruits of love to God aud 
man. Many had rather be reckoned de- 
vils than fools ; they debre to be accounted 
| © BY men 
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men of parts, herein they glory, not in 
Chriſt; no, but they reject the riches of 
his grace. 

337. It is a hard matter to find the leaſt 
meaſure of grace, and the greateſt degree 
of formality ; for as the portrait often ex- 
ceeds the perſon, ſo doth an hypocrite of- 
ten make a greater ſheiv than the true chri- 
ſtian. The loweſt exerciſe of ſaving grace 
is in ſpiritual defires ; and theſe are known 
to be ſaving, if they preceed from a taſte 
and inward reliſh- of divine things, and 
not merely from the object preſented in 
the word. We muſt diſtinguiſh between 
occaſional affections ſtirred up, and our 
real general inward frame of ſoul: for 
thoſe emotions ſuddenly raiſed, do pre- 
ſently ſink again. The waters in the hot 
bath have a natural conſtant heat, but 
common water, when it is heated to a 
far greater degree, will ſoon return again 
to its former coldneſs, and ſo remain. 

338. Though certain of victory over 
our ſpiritual enemies, yet we muſt conti- 
nue the fight With the devoted kings 
of Canaan Iſrael fought, and all were ſub- 
dued and ſlain. Chriſt our king that fights 
for us, fights with us, and will crown us 
too, when he hath given us the final vic- 
tory. The time will come, ſoon the day 
of triumph come, when we ſhall fay of 


all 
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; all our enemies, as Moſes ſaid of the E- 
| gyptians, Thoſe enemies that aut now /ef, We 
ſpall fre ny more for ever. Be flrong there- 
fore in the Lord, and in the power of his 
| might, Eph. vi. 10. Even in the bleſſed 
proſpect of heavenly peace and triumph- 
ant joy, Oh thou militant believer ! fre- X 
ently call thy foul to the work of praiſe, 
Oh let us praiſe a fajthful God, who giv+ 
A the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our 
r 
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; A | 
Adam, firſt and ſecond, Medit. No. 6g. 
Advice and Reproof, 194, 313. 
Afflictions ſanctified, 5, 8, 10, 52, 54, 137, 
. 189,198, 200, 218. 
Afflictions prepare for Glory, 52. _ 
Afflictions, cauſes of them, 185, 192, 198, 

204, 244, 252, 328. 


Afflictions, divine hand in them, 198, 199, 


202, 321, 322. : 
Art of Faith, 262, 
Aſſurance, 240, 242, 243, 246. 
B 


Belief of ſcripture, 102, 105, 212, 327. 


Bleſlings and curſes, 302. 


Carnal men fools, 299. 


Chriſt's love and care, 4, 41, 61, 64, 65, 


| a 106, 143, 144, 159, 175, 217, 223- 
Chriſtian courage and diligence, 15, 159, 
258, 317, 338. 
Chriſtian hope, 86, 105, 154, 129, 143, 
144 159, 175, 217, 223. 


Chriſtian a minor, 100, 126, 167, 221. 


Chriſtian company, 118, 194, 214, 237, 
| 203. | | 
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Chriſtian life and ſervice, 179, 182, 195 
211, 200, 329. 

Chriſtian conference, 214, 331. 

Chriſtian, a general bleffing, 226, 307. 

Chriſtian confidence, 2565, 255, 276. 

Chriſtian, old and young, 74, 985 100, 
223, 311, 331. 

Chriſtian liberty, 300. 

Chriſtian, wiſe, 297, 298. 

Church, true, 170. 

Coming to God, 272. 

Communion with God, 20, 144. 

Confeſſion of truth, 109, 112. 

Conformity to Chriſt, 65, 75, 76, 77, 78, 
79, 127, 219, 317. 

Contemplation of glory, 87, 88. 

Contentment, 149, 175, 176, 177, 200, 
215, 219, 227, 238. 

Conviction, 1 55, 156, 186, 229, 230, 332, 
334- 

Covenant intereſt in God, 14, 18, 216. | 

Creature comforts, 204» 296. 
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Death, 254, 257. 

Defamation, 279, 292, 297. | 

Degrees of grace, 140, 202. 

Deliberate tins, 93, 201. | 

Deſertion, divine, 13, 108, 213, 216, 246, N 
262. 

Derens ieh to to God” s will, 2, 19, 85, 211, | 
277, 278, 282. 

Diligence and love, 301. 


INDE x. | 
Diligence and prayer, 174, 178, 191, 216, 
2 * 


2c. 

Doubts removed, 97, 145, 179, 233, 255. 

Duty of ſinners, — — 116. 1 

Duty, ſpiritual, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 64, 

I 34, 135, 180, 181. 

Duty and comfort, 142, 150, 166, 179, 
195 216, 235, 240, 243. 5 

Duty and the Spirit, 236. 

Duty of miniſters, * 284, 286, 389. 


Enmity to the goſpel, 161, 192, 286. 
Exerciſe of grace by the Spirit, 225, 236, 
r 


Faith under trouble, 11, 12, zo, 40, 41, 
175, 203, 218, 222, 

Faith and peace, go, 122, 246, 250, 253, 
#54, 258 

Faith and ſight, 63, 85, 253, 257, 

Faith and patience, 98, 109, 106, 122, 
123, 124, 139, 170, 238. 


Faith, walking by it, 248, 249, 250, 254. 


Faith, direct and reflex, 251. 
Falls improved, 68, 73, go, 262, 306, 330. 
| G 


Gifts and grace, 94, 253, 336. _ 

God's glory aur end, 7, 21, 48, 293, 291. 

God's mercy infinite, 130, 131, 159, 169, 
234, 204, 333- Ip 

God our portion, 162, 273, 277. 

(God a father, 269, 274, 328, 329. 
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I N D E X. 
Go ly and wicked, 247, 248, 286, 313. 
Good examples, 79, 220. . 


Good conſcience, 205, 270, 325. 
Good works, 261, 281, 284, 285, 308, 


309. 
| Goſpel invitation, 104, 33 3. 
Grace, fitneſs for, 45, 113, 114, 134. 
ö Grace and ſin, 46, 59, 68, 70, 76, 77, 
90, 91, 92, 10). 
Grace, evidence of, 71, 137, 139, 169, 
206, 233, 255, 280. | 
Grace, growth in, 7a, 19, 282, 136, 
240, 305, 307, 311. 
, Grace, means of, 113, 114, 116, 128, 
135, 192, 196. 
Grace and nature, 123, 134, 147, 148, 


, 241, 266, 267, 279, 330. 
| Grace, ſovereign, 334» 335. 
2 Grace and hypocriſy, 337. 

Grief and joy, 31, 33, 184. 
1 Happineſs, 172, 177, 266, 267, 273, 294, 

295 | | 

5 Health abuſed, 188. 

Holy deſires, 25, 26, 27, 34, 74, 169, 280, | 
” 304, 337- 


Holy walking, 43, 99, 108, 136, 178,193, 

81 210, 211, 215. 
1 Holy Spirit's work, 56, 58, "oy 99, 133, 
wy 145, 216, 231, 303, 318 | 
Holy Spirit a comforter, 145, 150, 5h, 
205. 


IN D E X. 


Holy fear, 210, 269, 325. 
Humility and love, 125, 127, 132, 175. 
194, 226, ve as 


Knowledge, ſaving, 42, 81, 82, 84, 141. 
29” os ſpeeplative, 83, 85, 146, 147, 


148. 
L 
Love to ordinances, 1, 23, 57, 142, 214, 
| 216, 260, 334 
Love of God, 24, 115,143,173, 184, 227, 
281, 310. | 
Love to God, 84, 9% 95, 96, 281, 282, 
Love, obj abjects of, Ds 173, 241, 


Niuus. 307. 

lelancholy, 245. 178. 

Mercy, preventing and future, 129. 

Mortification to the world, 32, 47, 53, 67, 
70, 86, 100, its 162, 197. 


Offences, 288. 
Obedience, partial, 206. 
P 


Paſſions and reaſon, 16, 194. 


Pleaſure of religion, 3, 126, 171, 193 | 


195, 214, 205, 273, 296. 
Prayer, 28, 29, 163, 164, 105, 167, 174s 
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Precept and example, 220. 
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overty, 322. 
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Poverty of ſpirit, 323. 
Providence, 275, 322. 


Proſperity, ſan "fed, 6, 9, 38, 39; $9, 
215, 227, 278. 


Reproof, 313. 

Salvation, 228, 303, 316. 

Saving application of truth, 231, 232. 

Scripture, 120, 145, 171, 212, 224, 259, 
283, 288 

Scripture and experience, 212, 224, 327. 

Self- murder, 238. 

Self-denial, 111, 125, 149, 204, 215, 226, 
239, 258. 

Seli-commendation, 290. 

Selt-examination, 325. | 

Sclf-examination and repentance, 191, 262, 
725 330. 

Sickneſs improved, 187. 

Sin, loathing and leaving it, 312, 313. 

Sintul thoughts, 49. 

Spiritual judgments, 190, 191, 192. 

Spiritual and heavenly In, 53, 58575 37 
32 223, 225. 

Succeſs in our affairs, 35, 249 
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Tempration, 207, 208, 237 7, 264, 265. 
268, zog, 319. 

Temptation in trouble, 40, 67, 149. 

Temptation conquered, 66, 67, 110, 194, 
208, 338. 


I N D E X. 


Tempter and finner, 153, 157, 320. 

Time precious, 196. 

Thankfulneſs under troubles, 17, 126, 143, 
| 145, 175, 198, 200, 217, 227. 

Trouble and conſcience, 1 53, 185. 

Trouble equal to inordinate love, 204, 296. 


Unbelief and conſcience, 154, 158, 186, 
V 


Variety of conditions, 175, 176, 219, 220, 


238, 244, $47, 391 . 


Want of watchfulneſs, 108, 191, 192, 243, 
320, 

Warfare accom pliſhed, 338. 

Wicked help the righteous, 203. 

Word, profit by it, 101, 103, 105, 117, 145. 

Worldly-mindedneis, 44, 149, 150, 175 

Works, their inſuthciency, 51,1 34,192,260. 

Working of corruptions, 92, 107, 138,259, 


227, 330. 


Zeal, 315. 4 37 
Leal 72 God a loveto men, 22, 62, 655 


. 1125 203, 291. 
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